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EDITOR: LORI-ANN STEPHENSEN

In December 2009, the city of  Copenhagen 
hosted COP 15, the 15th meeting of  
the Conference of  Parties of  the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCC), with nothing less than 
the viability of  the biosphere and the future 
of  civilization at stake.

A record 45,000 people registered for 
the official UN meeting at the Bella Center. 
Delegates, negotiators, NGOs, press, and 
over 1000 youth participated in more than 
2000 events over two weeks. Downtown, 
10,000 people per day attended the Klima 
Forum, People’s Climate Summit, civil soci-
ety’s counterpart to the UN conference. The 
city buzzed with demonstrations, rallies, 
exhibits, and concerts. On December 12th, 
100,000 people marched in a rally to the 
Bella Center.

A palpable sense of  urgency and des-
peration mounted as the 
conference wore on and its 
flaws and conflicts became 
apparent, driven by the 
power dynamics of  the 
UN process. The resulting 
frustration was expressed 
in many ways - artistically, 
dramatically, creatively, and 
spontaneously.

The collective outcry 
for consciousness, justice, 
and action stood in stark 
contrast to the official dis-

course of  developed nation elites parsing 
over how many degrees, and how many 
CO2 parts per million, in how many years, 
might be politically feasible within the 
constraints of  vested interests. One com-
mentator helplessly exclaimed that he could 
not believe that the state of  international 
politics was such that a few US Senators 
could determine the fate of  Africa. 

In the face of  such a humanitarian 
crisis, what role might conflict analysis 
experts play in averting catastrophe? Last 

Copenhagen's disappointed  mermaid. Photo: 
Diane Perlman.
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This past December, ICAR officially announced its partner-
ship with the Peace Corps to begin offering a Peace Corps 
Master’s International (PCMI) program in conflict analy-

sis and resolution. The Peace Corps' Master's International 
program is comprised of  a consortium of  61 universities. The 
first conflict resolution-related program of  its kind, students 
will be able to earn a Master’s degree while simultaneously 
serving their two-year commitment to the Peace Corps. 

Applicants to the program will apply through the stan-
dard admissions processes for the M.S. in Conflict Analysis 
and Resolution and Peace Corps service, and must be 
accepted into both programs in order to participate in the 
PCMI degree program. ICAR students participating in the 
program will spend two semesters and a summer on campus 
prior to commencing their 27-month Peace Corps fieldwork, 
and will return to campus for a final semester to complete 
their academic coursework.

The program is intended to provide Peace Corps vol-
unteers with the skills necessary to operate effectively in 
post-conflict areas by augmenting their experience with 
conflict resolution training prior to their departure. In the 
academic year before their service, students will learn strate-
gies for dealing with conflict surrounding matters of  cultural 
sensitivity, discrimination, and minority issues and devel-
opment, among others. As a result, each volunteer will be 
empowered with a knowledge base that will allow them to 
more effectively meet the challenges of  navigating commu-
nity issues of  communication, public participation, and just 
governance that will inevitably arise during their field service. 
Moreover, the coursework in conflict analysis and resolution 
will augment each participant’s ability to coordinate various 
and varied projects in a relatively harmonious environment.

With this partnership, the hope is to take students with 
academic backgrounds and interests in an array of  conflict 
resolution issues and provide them with the analytical and 
practical skills that will allow them to improve their ability to 
act rationally in potentially chaotic situations. In particular, 
focus will be placed on the ability to recognize and articulate 
the core issues of  a conflict situation, developing an under-
standing of  structural and societal violence, creating an 
acknowledgment of  marginalized populations, and enhanc-
ing self-reflective performance in the field.    ■
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Mason, ICAR, and Peace Corps representatives celebrate the Master's 
International partnership. Michelle Marks, Mason Associate Provost for 
Graduate Education; Krista Rigalo, Program and Training Specialist for 
the Peace Corps; Peter Stearns, Mason Provost; Eric Goldman, Director 
of the Peace Corps' Master's International program; and Andrea Bartoli, 
ICAR Director. Photo by Lori A. Wilson, George Mason University.
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This January, ICAR held its first ever Spring orientation session to welcome its inaugural Spring 
Master’s cohort. Twenty-four Master’s and eight Certificate students attended the half-day 
event, which introduced them to Mason's university services and the nuts and bolts of  their 

respective academic programs. A student panel was on hand to answer questions and share 
their experience of  student life at ICAR. The small cohort size enabled the incoming students 
to engage the administrative staff, and each other more directly, with expanded opportunity for 
introductions and networking.

In an effort to maintain cohort size and competitive admissions standards, the Fall admission 
numbers will be adjusted accordingly. ICAR's Ph.D. admissions cycle remains Fall only. With 
the addition of  the Spring Master’s admissions cycle, ICAR hopes to accommodate the needs of  
students from a variety of  academic cycles and programming, including increased accessibility 
for international students. ICAR continues to be an exciting place with which to be involved as it 
evolves. The incoming students will undoubtedly be assets to the ICAR program bringing with 
them the enthusiasm and unique perspectives of  their varied backgrounds.    ■
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W hen I began to question why I was going to 
Syria—and what my path is as a scholar/
practitioner—I picked up Lederach’s, The 

Moral Imagination, and was reminded of  the 
web of  relationships that we must cast with our 
fellow human beings if  we want to build bridges 
between real or perceived enemies. Twenty 
of  us were headed to Damascus with our own 
ideas about the “other” and perhaps our own 
expectations about how things might unfold. We 
read about Syria’s political regime and we knew 
that former President Bush connected Syria to 
his “axis of  evil,” but very few of  us knew any 
Syrians or had experienced “being” in Syria. As 
citizen diplomats, we had a unique opportunity 
to interact with Syrian students, professionals, 
government officials, religious leaders, and regu-
lar citizens—constructing a different reality from 
what we had heard or read in the United States. 

Our experiential course was a result of  
citizen diplomacy in action, the product of  a 
partnership between Dr. Marc Gopin and Syrian 
Hind Kabawat, which continues to transcend 
societal divisions and barriers because it is built 
on a common belief  and joint effort to achieve 
positive change, one step at a time. At the Syrian 
International Academy we challenged stereo-
types, learned about each other and our nations, 
and co-created new pathways for constructive 
engagement. The class really took shape when we 
broke out of  the larger confines of  the classroom 
into small, intimate mixed-group discussions 
about how we, as Syrian and American university 
students, understand conflict resolution and what 
it means to be a citizen diplomat. We understood 
“citizen diplomacy” as part of  an age-old univer-
sal art of  forming relationships across cultural, 
religious, and national boundaries. Under the 
guidance of  Dr. Gopin, and his innovative book, 

To Make the Earth Whole, we also discovered how 
useful the concept is as a formalized practice 
of  peace building whereby individual actors go 
beyond mere contact with one another to form 
social networks that may lead to tipping points 
of  transformative change (see Social Network 
Theory). 

Throughout the week, our encounters pro-
vided us with Syrian perspectives on such issues 
as the Arab-Israeli conflict, the difficult chal-
lenges of  Iraqi refugees, and how U.S. sanctions 
are hindering development in Syria. As interna-
tional students, working in formal and informal 
Track II settings, we were moving beyond 
unhelpful political polarizations between the U.S. 
and Syria, all the while aware of  how we might 
influence change at both the grassroots and Track 
I levels. Despite all of  our positive interaction, 
there was an underlying unease and palpable 
tension that arose from an understanding that we 
were not totally free to speak our minds on every 
topic.However, in acknowledging that tension, 
we also realized that it was even more acute for 
our Syrian brothers and sisters.

One of  the most profound experiences for 
our group was our meeting with the Grand 
Mufti, Sheik Hassoun, Syria’s highest appointed 
Muslim leader. The Grand Mufti modeled what 
it means to be a leader who does not toler-
ate violence and instead lives by principles of  
compassion and love. His desire to protect the 
children of  this world was evident, and in a 
moment of  deep appreciation between the Mufti 
and Dr. Gopin, the group was moved to tears.  
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Continued on Page 8

Citizen Diplomacy students with Dr. Marc Gopin and Hind 
Kabawat in Damascus. Photo: O. Alkhiami.

An artisan at work in Damascus. Photo: O. Alkhiami.
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On January 18th, Martin Luther King Day, 
the ICAR community joined City Year 
in honoring Dr. King’s legacy by making 

the day “a day ON, not a day off.” City Year, 
an organization of  full time service leaders, 
hosted a high-impact service project at Ron 

Brown Middle School in 
Washington D.C. City 
Year, along with their City 
Young Heroes, dedicates 
themselves to year round 
service and service proj-
ects. Martin Luther King 
Day is their alumni event 
in which they invite City 
Year alumni and other 
community members and 
friends to join them in 
their mission of  serving 
the community. 

There was a great 
response and turnout from 
the ICAR community, as 
students and alumni, along 
with faculty and staff, from 
both the undergraduate 
and graduate programs, 
came together to represent 
ICAR and George Mason 
University in a day of  
service. 

The day began with 
an opening ceremony 
where ICAR volunteers 
joined City year in their 

motivational warm up activities to prepare for 
a full day of  service.  Hundreds of  community 
volunteers were warmly welcomed by City Year 
and City Year alumni. The service project was a 
beautification of  Ron Brown Middle School in 
Washington D.C. After the opening ceremony, 
volunteers were divided into groups to join team 
leaders in working on many different parts of  
the middle school. 

Ron Brown Middle School was teeming 
with energy as volunteers from around the D.C. 
metropolitan area worked on various beautifica-
tion and small construction projects throughout 
the day. Volunteers worked on projects such as 
landscaping, organizing the library, and paint-
ing inspirational quotes and murals throughout 
the school. By the end of  the day, many of  the 
school’s walls were lined with bright paintings 
of  rockets, the school’s mascot. Many of  the 
classrooms were also filled with inspirational 
quotes and murals to brighten the learning envi-
ronment. City Year corps members worked hard 
to ensure that all the volunteers were able to 
participate and contribute to the projects. 

City Year’s Martin Luther King Day service 
project, was incorporated as part of  the larger 
vision of  ICAR Serves, which is being spear-
headed by the Undergraduate program. The 
events of  the day provided an opportunity for 
ICAR to get involved and contribute to the D.C. 
community, as well as a chance to strengthen 
associations within the ICAR community as stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni, and family members 
worked side by side. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to the success of  the day.    ■
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Kareem Terrell and his daughter at the ICAR Serves MLK Day 
project. Photo: L. E. Shaw.

Dr. Susan Allen Nan with son, Oliver. Photo: L.E. Shaw.
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Having heard the news 

stories, watched videos 
and pictures, and followed 
Twitter posts from Dr. 
Bartoli, in the aftermath 
of  Haiti’s devastating 
earthquake, it is evident 
to me that conflict resolu-
tion theory needs to be 
integrated with reconstruc-
tion practices to prevent a 
protracted social conflict, a 
man-made disaster, emerg-

ing as an outcome of  natural 
disaster. Basic Human Needs 

theory should be carefully examined as the pieces are 
picked up and Haiti attempts to rebuild.

For Burton, human needs are a collection of  human 
development essentials that are sought simultaneously. 
These human essentials include the need for structure, 
predictability, stability, and freedom from fear and anxi-
ety, as well as the need for a fair allocation of  resources. 
In addition to these most basic needs there are the 
issues of  identity, culture, freedom, participation, and a 
sense of  belongingness. However, given the immediacy 
of  required assistance, a majority of  these essentials 
may be left unmet.

Considering Burton’s notion that unmet needs 
directly and deeply affect all other life issues, a pro-
longed situation of  unmet needs in Haiti could lay the 
groundwork for protracted or intractable social conflict. 

As the rubble is removed and aid floods in, and in 
the midst of  the drive to establish a sense of  security 
and stability in an otherwise chaotic situation, there is 
likely to be an intense conflict over natural resources. 
To combat this potential situation, it is vital to direct 
energy toward maintaining security and public safety 
and reestablishing a sense of  governance and participa-
tion. This will require a highly organized interagency 
effort that is flexible enough to allow for participation 
from nongovernmental agencies, volunteer organiza-
tions, and individuals in need of  direction. Aid money 
will need to be closely managed so as not to invite 
excess expenditures or misallocated funds. 

Recognizing that this situation is complex and calls 
for a nuanced approach to reconstruction does not 
negate the fact that there is no room for error. The U.S., 
Haiti, and the broader international community cannot 
afford to oversee the emergence of  another protracted 
social conflict at the expense of  basic security. Burton’s 
idea of  human needs should serve as a guide to the 
reconstruction process.    ■
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Mike Giusti. Photo: 
Creative Services, GMU.
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injustices combined with developing 
opportunities for peace-building has been 

a foundation for Yves-Renee Jenning's work. 
After retiring from many years at the World 
Bank, Yves-Renee joined ICAR’s Ph.D. pro-
gram to explore the conflict dynamics of  
gender relations in post conflict countries. 
Previously focused on West African countries, 
she now sees important openings for practitio-
ners in Haiti to rebuild, overcoming structural 
violence, creating dialogues, and develop civic 
responsibly.  

Currently ABD, Yves-Renée is teaching and 
writing with Prof. Sandra Cheldelin. She has always 
been dedicated to building the ICAR community, as 
director of  the GMU Dispute Resolution Project, 
chair of  the Latin America working group and 
as an ICAR Student Association (formerly GSCS) 
board representative. She is active in the Gender 
working group and as a Drucie-Cumbie Fellow, 
she has been developing a grants portal for ICAR.  
Working in Haiti will not be a new initiative for 

Yves-Renée, as her own non-profit organization 
“Partners for Sustainable Peace” has been working 
on conflict resolution, peace-building and social 
transformation in a project training the Dominican 
Republic and Haitian police officers at the border. 

Yves-Renée is from Miragoane in the south-
western part of  
Haiti. She is married 
to William Jennings, 
who she met at 
church. Yves-Renée 
also has an adult son 
who lives here in 
Virginia. She loves 
to read, watch old 
movies, and host 
and Fellowship 
with others. Always 
passionate and deter-
mined in her work, 
she will no doubt con-
tinue to be a leader, 
overcoming adversity and building peace.    ■
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Laurence Gehy. Photo: 
Creative Services, GMU.

Calmly and effectively organizing behind the scenes, 
when she is not in class, ICAR Master's student, 
Laurence Gehy, can often be found handling event 

coordination details and managing various other ICAR 
projects. Laurence hails from Port-au-Prince, and while 
the current situation in Haiti has understandably damp-

ened her ever-present 
cheerfulness, Laurence 
continues to actively sup-
port the ICAR community, 
holding her dual position as 
assistant to ICAR Director, 
Andrea Bartoli and to 
ICAR’s financial manager 
Jeremy Peizer. 

Leadership, program man-
agement, and policy design has 
clearly been an integral part 
of  Laurence’s skills and stud-
ies. During her internship with 

the State Department’s Western 

Hemisphere Affairs division, she drafted in-house policy 
papers on asylum issues. As staff  for Engaging Governments 
on Genocide Prevention (EGGP) she helped coordinate two 
annual conferences and has been an active participant in the 
Latin America and Gender working groups. With a special 
focus on religious sources of  forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion, her course work included identity and religion and 
conflict. Laurence will graduate from the Master's program 
this semester. Recently, she was nominated, by ICAR, for 
the Presidential Management Fellowship and is currently 
undergoing the multi-leveled requisite tests in this prestigious 
competition with the goal of  eventually working as a U.S. 
Foreign Service Officer. 

Aside from her work and studies, Laurence is an avid 
reader and an accomplished writer. In 2001, she published 
"Etat d' Ame" a book of  poetry written in English and 
French, and in 2003 she published a French novel, Amelia. 
Both books are published in Haiti.

Laurence wishes to express her heart-felt thanks and 
appreciation for all the help and generosity by the ICAR com-
munity during these difficult times.    ■

Yves-Renée Jennings. Photo: 
ICAR.

A s the tragic situation unfolded, in the aftermath of  the earthquake in Haiti, the ICAR community reached out to sup-
port its members who were directly affected by the disaster. ICAR News is pleased to highlight these students and their 
significant contributions to the ICAR community. We wish their families well and want to express our appreciation 

for all of  the efforts in support of  Haitian survivors and their families. For information on how to help see: icar.gmu.edu/
crisis_haiti.html. The spotlight section is designed to highlight accomplishment within the ICAR community. Suggestions 
for future spotlights are welcome and can be forwarded to the Editor at icarnews@gmu.edu.    ■ 



HTTP://ICAR.GMU.EDU VOLUME 4■ ISSUE 1■ FEBRUARY 2010 f

7-8(39+:(3074*E+,(07-3[(.(3@(
Continued from page 1

year, Tina Monberg, a Danish member 
of  Mediators Beyond Borders (MBB) 
posed this question to Kenneth Cloke, 
the president of  MBB, who applied to 
the UN for accreditation, becoming 
the only dispute resolution organiza-
tion approved for Non-Governmental 
Observer status at COP 15.

Over the decades, I have noticed 
that very often those who possess the 
most relevant bodies of  knowledge 
and essential skills are generally absent 
where needed most. There are always 
doctors, lawyers, religious and business 
leaders, environmentalists, politicians, 
and a variety of  activists weighing in. 
But where are the conflict resolution 
practitioners? Monberg and Cloke’s 
vision is a first step in bringing the field 
to the table.

MBB’s goals for COP15 were to 
learn as much as possible about envi-
ronmental conflicts, to raise awareness 
and look for avenues for intervention, 
to make connections, and to advocate 
for the inclusion of  language recom-
mending mediation as an option to 
facilitate problem-solving and conflict 
transformation. 

Various levels, layers, and types of  
conflicts relating to global warming 
are associated with different causes, 
consequences, and solutions. In this 
case, a top down approach is critical, 
as “primary conflicts” or “ megacon-
flicts” generate preventable contention. 
By intervening at fulcrum levels, we 

can perhaps prevent, slow, or reduce 
the otherwise inevitable cascade of  
conflict.

Examples of  conflict-gen-
erating contentions are those 
brewing between developed and 
developing countries, Democrats and 
Republicans, and central governments 
and local authorities. Additionally, 
corporations, oil companies, factory 
farms, and the coal industry are in 
conflict with communities, small 
farmers, and public health concerns. 
The desire for cheap energy, fossil 
fuels, and profits (ignoring hidden 
costs), and an attachment to our and 
way of  life, block the political will 
needed to transform systems and 
infrastructure.

Forces of  habit, old ways of  think-
ing, ignorance, fear of  loss, sacrifice 
and inconvenience, denial, disinfor-
mation, and cynicism fuel a hostile 
resistance to advocates and those 
most vulnerable and eager for change. 
Also interfering with recognition of  
the problem, and the political will to 
address it, is the astonishing question 
over whether climate change is even 
happening. This “controversy” has 
captured public attention, serving as 
a dangerous distraction, and a tragic 
waste of  time. 

In addition to the chaotic weather 
patterns caused by global warm-
ing, rising temperatures fuel human 
chaos and the escalation of  conflict, 
as clashes arise between neighbor-
ing villages over farming practices, 
contamination, water use, scarce 
resources, and the great misfortune 
of  being downstream or downwind. 
Looming on the horizon is the poten-
tial conflict generated by hundreds of  
millions of  environmental refugees.

A top down approach to conflict 
cascades must begin with the UN and 
its flawed system. MBB’s, Kenneth 
Cloke, has outlined the following 
line of  reasoning for addressing the 
problem:

•We currently face problems 
that cannot be solved locally, by a 
consortium of  nation states, by any 
international organization, including 

Diane Perlman and daughter at COP 15.  Dr. 
Perlman is a Visiting Scholar at ICAR. Photo: 
Diane Perlman.

the UN, or through force or litigation. 
•Conflicts exist between nations, 

political groups, and organizations, regard-
ing the problem’s existence, definition, and 
solutions. These conflicts interfere with 
timely solutions. 

•Current mechanisms are incapable of  
solving these conflicts expediently or effec-
tively, and failure to solve them will be 
catastrophic. The answer lies in communi-
cation and international collaboration.

•All sources of  conflict need to be 
addressed, as well as resistance to systemic 
change at all levels. For this to happen, we 
need to increase our skills in cross-cultural 
communications, prejudice reduction and 
bias awareness, informal problem solv-
ing, group facilitation, public dialogue, 
collaborative negotiation, mediation, and 
conflict resolution systems design.

During COP15, approximately 25 
MBB members met each day to strat-
egize and debrief. We also conducted a 
seminar with 60 international mediators 
from 20 countries, and studied a range of  
emerging climate conflicts. Through our 
pioneering efforts at the Bella Center, we 
evolved as a team and generated signifi-
cant interest in conflict mediation. We 
made over a thousand contacts, including: 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu; Ivo DeBoer, 
chief  COP negotiator; Noble Peace Prize 
Winner Wangari Mathai; and many 
others. 

In the aftermath of  Copenhagen, MBB 
is on a steep learning curve, analyzing dip-
lomatic processes, preparing for COP 16 in 
Mexico, exploring partnerships (including 
ICAR), and preparing a guide on environ-
mental conflict and mediation strategies. I 

Continued on Page 8

Mediators Beyond Borders team members meet 
at the Bella Center. Photo: Diane Perlman.
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am personally proposing a parallel to the IPCC 
—the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change that shared the Noble Peace Prize with 
Al Gore, an IPMCC— an Interdisciplinary Panel 
on Mediating Environmental Conflicts.

 In the absence of  effective strategies to 
address the interlocking layers of  conflict in 
Copenhagen, conflict escalated, as the power-
ful promoted artificial solutions, and concerned 
bystanders feared for humanity’s fate. As Achim 
Steiner, Executive Director, UN Environment 
Programme noted, “This whole meeting is 
about facilitating away from conflict.  Climate 
change is exacerbating and enhancing flash-
points of  conflict.”

It is crucial, as a field, to recognize our pro-
found and specific responsibility. It is up to us 
to rise to this challenge. If  we do not, conflicts 
will unnecessarily escalate, and seal the fate of  
civilization. The stakes are as high as they can 
be. There is a void to be filled. We are needed. 
The time is now, and thanks to the efforts of  
MBB, the door is open. 

For more information on Mediators 
Beyond Borders, visit their website at: www.
mediatorsbeyondborders.org, or contact Dr. 
Perlman directly.    ■

7*,*5(30G*84-E+@2074+//0
Continued from page 3 

As a spiritual yet non-religious American—raised by a Christian 
mother and a Jewish father—I was grateful to learn from a wise 
Muslim leader about our common values and the good we can do 
to create better relationships in both Syria and the United States, 
regardless of  our backgrounds or belief  systems.  

Our temporary high from the exchange with the Grand Mufti 
was soon tempered by the news that some of  the Mufti’s com-
ments, regarding his unwillingness to advocate violence towards 
Jews or Christians, even if  commanded by the Prophet Mohammad, 
were broadcast by the media and interpreted as anti-Islam by some 
radical Muslims who then spread their criticisms of  the Mufti 
virally on European jihadist blogs.  Ironically, the Grand Mufti’s 
words were also picked up by Israeli Army Radio, and resulted in a 
positive article featured in Haaretz’s online publication. 

Over the next week, we wrestled with the lessons of  do no 
harm (or the more realistic version that Gopin proposes of  doing 
less harm than the good that is generated), and the potential pitfalls 
of  engaging the media in peace building. Yet, once the media was 
involved, we had the choice to either answer or sit back. Some of  
us chose to respond in newspapers and on television, under the 
artful guidance of  Hind Kabawat and Dr. Gopin. It is difficult to 
measure the full impact of  our meeting with the Grand Mufti at 
this point, but we have an opportunity to learn from it and con-
sider how to move forward in this work together. Challenges are 
good, and in the end we parted ways, humbled by the depth of  the 
relationships we created in a mere 8 days, and the potential that lies 
ahead.    ■
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W ith an entourage of  twenty 
graduate students I walked 
down the cold cobble-

stone streets of  the Old City 
Damascus in mid-January of  
2010, still amazed by the reality 
of  the situation. For many years 
I have traveled alone into this 
world, in between enemies, in 
between Syria, the United States, 
and Israel, crossing borders 
quietly, with great trepidation 
and enormous inexperience. The 
practice of  citizen diplomacy in 
Syria has been one of  a carefully 
choreographed dance with politi-
cians, wonderful peace partners, 

and religious 
figures where 
every word 
determined 
the health or 
destruction of  
both social and 
political relationships. I have 
engaged in this work solely 
with my Syrian counter-
part, Hind Kabawat, and 
we both did this unsup-
ported, unfunded, and at 
significant financial loss. 
But this year we opened our 
work up to a much more 
public process. It included 

Masters and Ph.D. students from George 
Mason’s Institute for Conflict Analysis 
and Resolution, Georgetown University, 
American University, and the Fletcher 
School. I combined my twenty students in a 
classroom with Hind’s ten Syrian students, 
and the outcome was extraordinary. The 
Syrian and Mason students developed an 

Syria's Grand Mufti, Sheikh Ahmad Hassoun, honors Dr. Gopin 
for his six years of inter-faith work in Syria with the Grand Mufti 
of Damascus looking on. Photo: Omar Alkhiami.

Reflections on Syria: Developing 
A Cadre of Citizen Diplomats
By Marc Gopin, ICAR Professor and Director, Center for World Religions, Diplomacy, and Conflict, 
mgopin@gmu.edu commentary
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W ith the school year quickly coming to a close, an atmo-
sphere of  uncertainty is pervasive as another cohort 
prepares to graduate. Reflecting on the experiences and 

knowledge gained, how does one negotiate these in such a 
way as to confidently move forward into what can sometimes 
seem an ambiguous future? Where do I go? What do I do? 
What CAN I do? Fortunately, ICAR has an extensive network 
of  successful alumni such as Cynthia Irmer to turn to for 
practical advice on such matters.

After years of  practicing law, Cynthia Irmer returned to 
school to get her Ph.D. at ICAR. In her own words, “ICAR 
changed my life, it gave me words to express thoughts, 
and permission to creatively question the unthinkable.” As 
a result of  her education at ICAR, Dr. Irmer was able to 
pursue her passion for exploring non-abusive ways to better 
the human condition, and consider the simple notion that 
not all conflict is negative. With such tools in hand, she was 
equipped to utilize and implement a diverse range of  con-
flict analysis and resolution principles in 
her position with the State Department's 
newly created Office of  the Coordinator 

for Reconstruction and 
Stabilization.

Serving as a Senior 
Conflict Prevention 
Officer, Dr. Irmer uses 
an elicitive model to 
frame the govern-
ment lens through which she analyzes the 
dynamics of  conflict life cycles. Moreover, 
she has been able to successfully employ 
certain theoretical models to establish 
the now government-wide Interagency 
Conflict Analysis Framework (ICAF), 
which enables members of  seemingly dis-
parate agencies to support one another and 
work together toward creatively construct-
ing more effective approaches to conflict. 

As of  April, the ICAF model will have 
been applied in fourteen different conflict 

areas in the world, 
and serves as the only 
comprehensive conflict 
prevention program in 
the U.S. government. 
Dr. Irmer’s most recent 
work has been with the 
Liberia ICAF, whose 
team is currently on 
the ground conducting 
interviews and briefing 
various Armed Forces 
Commands. Prior to 
the team’s deploy-
ment, she invited 
them to ICAR for a 
planning meeting that 
brought area experts together for a brainstorming session.

Hoping that this particular ICAF will make a 
difference in consensus building that other assess-
ment tools could not produce, Irmer says, “it is 
vital to master the process of  articulation.” By 
that, she means taking the theory produced by 
academics and transforming it into more acces-
sible language for everyday citizens, “Academics 
and policy makers are brilliant, but the ordinary 
people that are being affected are not on that 
level.” Her prescription for such transformation 

is to elicit a solution from the people.  
Similarly, Dr. Irmer recommended that ICAR students 

generate their own solutions while mastering individual 
processes. “Everyone is an expert in something,” she told 
me, “you just have to find it, work with it, develop it slowly, 
build it for yourself, and get your foot it in the door some-
where.” How does one do that? “Be willing to take low pay 
for a while, volunteer overseas with smaller NGOs, and take 
advantage of  the alumni network for informational inter-
views.” In other words, be creative and remember that not 
all conflict, (specifically the struggle to apply what you’ve 
learned and build opportunities for practice), is bad!    ■net
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Cynthia Irmer, ICAR Ph.D. alumna and 
Senior Conflict Prevention Officer at the 
Department of State. Photo: courtesy of C. 
Irmer.

Pursuing a Practice of Peacebuilding
A Conversation With ICAR Alumna, Cynthia Irmer
By Mike Giusti, ICAR M.S. Student and Graduate Student Services Assistant, mgiusti1@gmu.edu 

❝Everyone	is	an	expert	in	
something,	you	just	have	to	
find	it,	work	with	it,	develop	
it	slowly,	build	it	for	
yourself,	and	get	your	foot	
in	the	door	somewhere.❞

             —CYNTHIA IRMER

Career Services Offers Upcoming Career Intensives
March 19: "Careers in Community and Organizational Conflict," featuring David Smith, U.S. Institute of  Peace; Patricia 
Maulden, Assistant Professor of  Conflict Resolution and Director of  the Dialogue and Difference Project at ICAR; and 
Wanda Wigfall-Williams, Assistant Professor, American University and President, World View Management Group. 
April 9: "Careers in International Development" featuring panelists Dave Alpher, ICAR Ph.D. Student, Adjunct Faculty, 
development contractor in Iraq with ARD; Ramon Daubon, InterAmerican Foundation; and Michael J. Miklaucic, United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID). Participation in Career Intensives is by application only. To apply 
send your resume to toicarjob@gmu.edu, or see the ICAR Career Services page at: http://icar.gmu.edu.    ■ 



HTTP://ICAR.GMU.EDU VOLUME 4■ ISSUE 2■ MARCH 2010 3

The field of  Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
is a relative newcomer to academia, with its 
roots reaching back to the era immediately 

after the Second World War and the onset of  the 
“Cold War.”

While many of  the leading figures of  that 
pioneering era are still contributing to the ever-
expanding body of  work in a fledgling field, 
several others are “getting on in years.” All have 
important narratives to share about those early 
days, when it was a struggle just to get a course 
on “Post-Conflict Peace-building” or “Second 
Track Intervention” into curricula that were typi-
cally dominated by balance of  power theories or 
thinking about “the unthinkable” (aka nuclear 
war).

For the past seven years, there has been an 
ongoing effort to obtain interviews with that 
earlier generation, the “Parents of  the Field,” 
who are now passing from the scene, and to 
make the results of  those interviews avail-
able to the current and rising generations of  
scholars, scholar-practitioners, and students 
of  conflict analysis and resolution. The idea 
for the archiving initiative was originally con-
ceived by ICAR alumnus, Dr. Jannie Botes, now 
Director of  the Program on Negotiation and 
Conflict Management (CNCM) at the University 
of  Baltimore. Botes, who had previously had 
a career in television with the South African 
Broadcasting Corporation, was convinced of  
the need to record the views and memories of  
this pioneering generation while they were still 
accessible. He approached me with the idea and 
enlisted my help for the project.

Supported by a small grant from the Hewlett 
Foundation, we spent a good deal of  time, 
between 2002 and 2007, crisscrossing the U. S. 

and parts of  
Europe, car-
rying a video 
camera and 
sound record-
ing equipment 
along the way, 
in search of  
our academic 
progenitors. 
Together we 
interviewed 
as many 
“parents of  
the field’ as 
we could 
persuade to talk to us for an hour or two, about 
the developing field of  the 1950s and 1960s, about 
the world of  the Cold War and decolonization, 
and about institution building (and institution 
collapsing) in the U.S., Scandinavia, Canada, 
Britain, and Europe. Once the conversations were 
collected, our team arranged for the videos to be 
transcribed and edited, and for the transcriptions 
to be checked for misspellings, mis-hearings, and 
misinterpretations. 

Finally the fruits of  this work are becom-
ing available, on the ICAR and CNCM websites, 
and as part of  Guy and Heidi Burgess’ “Beyond 
Intractability” website. The project includes 
more than 30 interviews. The first of  the 
video interviews, with their edited transcripts, 
will be available for viewing, beginning with 
Elise Boulding, on April 7th, followed by 
Morton Deutsch, Tony De Reuck. and J. David 
Singer, who is best known for his work on the 
“Correlates of  War” project. Subsequent inter-
views, which will be uploaded as they become 

available, will include conflict analysis and 
resolution pioneers like: Johan Galtung, John 
Burton, Dean Pruitt, Betty Reardon, Hanna 
Newcombe, Herb Kelman, Adam Curle, and 
Roger Fisher. 

Also in the works are two journal articles 
based on the insights we gained from the 
project; one on the early history of  the field 
and another on the themes that emanated 
from the interviews themselves. It has been 
a long and arduous project, and the hope 
is that the results will be interesting and 
worthwhile to the beneficiaries of  this rich 
academic legacy.    ■

"The Parents of the Field": 
 Archiving Project to be Featured on ICAR's Website
By Christopher Mitchell, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus at ICAR, cmitchel@gmu.edu

initiatives

"Parents of the Field" created by Paul Snodgrass on wordle.net.

"Parents of the Field" project leads, Dr. Jannie Botes, ICAR 
alumnus, and Dr. Christopher Mitchell, ICAR Professor 
Emeritus. Photo: Paul Snodgrass
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CRDC Hosts Dr. Lewis Kriesberg
"Obama, Conflict, and Mediating the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict"
By Abraham C. Houben, ICAR M.S. Student, ahouben@gmu.edu

Introduced by host Dr. Marc Gopin, Director of  
ICAR’s Center for World Religions, Diplomacy 
and Conflict Resolution, as one of  the found-

ing fathers of  the field of  conflict resolution, 
Dr. Louis Kriesberg spoke about the Obama 
Administration's policies on the Middle East and 
efforts at mediation during a visit to ICAR on 
Friday, March 5th.

“The new administration has changed some 
direction and shied away from Bush’s failing 
policies in the Middle East,” he stated. However, 
he also noted that it is questionable whether or 
not President Obama’s speech in Cairo and his 
meeting with Jewish-American groups displays 
enough effort to make significant improvements 
in the relationship between Israel and Palestine. 
Dr. Kriesberg provided his audience with some 
food for thought when he stated, “A broader 
perspective is needed to reduce the asymmetry 
that currently exists. There has to be a better 
focus on social-emotional relationships between 
Israelis and Palestinians.” Kriesberg wants to 
focus on the positive things that exist in the 
region and commonalities between the people, 
much like his observations during peace talks in 
South Africa. “When I met with both white and 

black South Africans, they 
all loved to talk about 
how beautiful their coun-
try is.” This, coming from 
a country whose conflict 
some thought would 
never end.

Kriesberg enjoyed 
recounting anecdotes 
from his latest trip to the 
region, as well as reflect-
ing on experiences where 
he encountered ordi-
nary Palestinian people 
being humiliated while 
attempting to cross an 
Israeli checkpoint. He 
recalled that he sat back 
as he noted that older 
generations will swal-
low this humiliation, 
but this same humilia-
tion by Israeli Defense 
Forces generates vast 
amounts of  anger among 
younger Palestinians. 

“We must aim to get to a point where laws are 
enforced without being provocative,” he said, 
before going on to mention his thoughts on how 
human beings should be treated with respect 
and not be dehumanized and humiliated, creat-
ing even deeper divides across enemy lines.

The discussion turned to the importance 
of  focusing on implementing real and lasting 
solutions for issues in the Middle East, rather 
than simply managing the conflict. Dr. Kriesberg 
pointed to the role that the international 
community, specifically Turkey and Egypt, 
could have on the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. 
Kriesberg commented that it is a shame that 
the Palestinian Authority was denied admission 
to the World Trade Organization. Had it been 
accepted into the WTO, there would have been 
a new level of  interaction between Israeli and 
Palestinian people, an interaction that could 
have become part of  a strong peacebuilding 
foundation.

Dr. Kriesberg implored audience members 
to “Learn from previous mistakes and keep 
trying different angles.” At one point during the 
discussion, modesty abounded, as Kriesberg sat 
back and joked that he doesn’t have all of  the 
answers. Regardless of  this, his intelligent mix 
of  compassionate storytelling and penetrating 
insight into past and present conflicts high-
lighted the reasons why he has been, and always 
will be, an invaluable leader in the field. As such, 
Dr. Kriesberg is being featured in the Parents 
of  the Field project (see article on page 3). Dr. 
Kriesberg's presentation will be available online 
on ICAR's website.    ■

Upcoming ICAR Community Events
Friday, March 19, 2010
Career Intensive
10:00	am	-	4:00	pm,	Truland	Building,	555

Tuesday, March 23, 2010
Terrorism: A Panel Discussion & Dialogue
7:00	pm	-	9:00	pm,	Fairfax	Campus,	Sub	II,	
Ballroom	1

Friday, March 26, 2010
Grad Student Etiquette Dinner
5:45	pm	-	9:00	pm,	Original	Building,	329

Friday, April 9, 2010
Career Intensive
10:00	am	-	4:00	pm,	Truland	Building,	555

Friday, April 16, 2010
Undergraduate Spring Conference
Confronting Major Challenges in the 21st 
Century
10:00	am	-	9:30	pm,	Fairfax	Campus,	
Johnson	Center,	Dewberry	Hall

Thursday, April 29, 2010
ISA Town Hall Meeting
7:30	pm	-	9:00	pm,	Truland	Building,	555
http://icar.gmu.edu/events.htm 

Dr. Lewis Kriesberg at CRDC presentation. Photo: R. 
Grimm.
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press
A basic fact of  

conflict is that people’s 
perceptions of  each 
other matter. Viewing 
someone as subhuman 
or demonic, for example, 
reduces people’s inhi-
bitions towards using 
violence against them. 
Likewise, negative 
images of  the other 
escalate conflict through 
engendering fear, misun-
derstandings, blame, and 
zero-sum thinking. 

Research conducted by psychologist Albert 
Bandura has demonstrated that individuals inflict 
much harsher punishments on people whom 
they view negatively, as opposed to people whom 
they perceive in neutral or sympathetic terms. 
Importantly, his experiment also showed that sub-
jects invested with positive qualities were least likely 
to be harmed. 

Because how we imagine others is consequen-
tial, it is essential for conflict resolution practitioners 
to find creative ways to mitigate the destructive 
influence of  negative stereotypes. One approach to 
tackling this problem was developed by American 
psychologist Gordon Allport who argued that 
qualitative contact between conflicting groups is a 
meaningful way to reduce hostility and prejudice 
as well as cultivate more positive attitudes between 
group members. By qualitative contact, Allport 
meant direct interpersonal relations between 
participants of  equal status who pursue common 
goals with the help of  institutional support. Some 
great examples of  contact theory put into practice 
are organizations like Seeds of  Peace and bilingual 
Jewish-Arab schools in Israel such as Hand in Hand. 

While personal contact is key to transforming 
threatening images of  the enemy, unfortunately, it 
is not always a possibility. This is because people, 
particularly during times of  conflict, may not be able 
to meet face-to-face. Obstacles to contact can include 
restrictions on travelling, legal concerns, or physical 
danger. Moreover, even if  people are able to meet, 
the contact itself  may feel too threatening or emo-
tionally taxing. 

In such circumstances, the problem of  percep-
tion needs to be addressed through other means. 
One such approach is engagement with literature—a 
type of  vicarious contact theory.

 ICAR STUDENT OPINION
Conflict Resolution, One Book at a Time 
By Roi Ben-Yehuda, ICAR Ph.D. Student, rbenyehu@gmu.edu

Roi Ben-Yehuda, ICAR Ph.D. 
student. Photo: ICAR.

Continued on Page 8

Israeli Identity Formation and the Arab-Israeli Conflict in 
Election Platforms, 1969 - 2006
By	Neta	Oren,	ICAR	Visiting	Scholar
Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 47 No. 2, March 2010

Proximity Talks Should be Maximized
By	Rawhi	Afaghani,	ICAR	Ph.D.	Candidate		
Al Arabiya News Channel, 2/11/10

Why Should Israel Care What the Rest of the World Thinks?
By	Roi	Ben-Yehuda,	ICAR	Ph.D.	Student	
Harretz.com, 2/16/10

When Development Meets Culture and Conflict: The 
Challenges and Paradoxes of the Good Samaritan
By	Adriana	Salcedo,	ICAR	Ph.D.	Student		
Journal of Peacebuilding and Development, Vol. 5 No. 1, 
December 2009 

ICAR Blog Roll
A Blog for Peace in Israel-Palestine
By	Aziz	Abu	Sarah,		CRDC	Director	of	Middle	East	Projects
http://azizabusarah.wordpress.com/

Confrontations: Forays Into Political Life as it Happens
By	Solon	Simmons,	ICAR	Faculty
http://solonsimmons.wordpress.com/

Gone Public: Philosophy, Politics, & Public Life
By	Nöelle	McAfee,	ICAR	Visiting	Faculty
http:// gonepublic.wordpress.com/

Instruments of Peace: Communiqués on Conflict, Peace, 
and Social Justice
By	Ethan	Finley,	ICAR	Ph.D.	Student
http:// ethanfinley.blogspot.com/

Marc Gopin.com: Confronting the Challenges Facing 
Humanity
Marc	Gopin,	ICAR	Faculty
http:// www.marcgopin.com/

Teach for Peace: Principled, Practical Policy Analysis From 
a Peace Educator in the Writing Classroom of a Juvenile 
Detention Home School
Cheryl	Duckworth,	ICAR	Adjunct	Faculty
http:// teachforpeace.blogspot.com/

Recent ICAR Articles, Op-Eds, Letters to the Editor 
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ht The field of  conflict and peace studies lost 
another pioneering and path breaking 
founder when Emeritus Professor David 

Singer died just after Christmas as a result of  a 
car accident last September.

David Singer was one of  the group of  social 
scientists who helped launch the new field of  
conflict analysis—as well as the Journal of  Conflict 
Resolution—at the University of  Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, in the mid 1950s. However, unlike many of  
the others in that extraordinary group – Kenneth 
and Elise Boulding, Herb Kelman, Dean Pruitt, 
Richard Snyder—all of  whom moved on, Singer 
stayed on at U Mich and helped make it one of  the 
key centers of  scholarship for the new field.

Although he could write with wit, knowledge, 
and insight about arms control, strategic issues, 
social science methodology, and peace research in 
general, David Singer was best known for his work 
on the “Correlates of  War” project. Building on the 
earlier work of  Quincy Wright and Wright’s mas-
sive (and pre-computer) “Study of  War,” David and 
his historian colleague, Melvin Small, determined 
that the theoretical assertions of  international 
relation’s “balance of  power” theorists tended to 
be anecdotal at best and in need of  testing against 
systematically gathered, comparative data. In 
the “CoW” Project, Singer and Small set out to 
gather carefully defined, carefully categorized, 
and carefully measured data on all wars and war 
related phenomena (alliances, military expendi-
tures, demographics) post-1815, in order to see 
what actually correlated with the various types 
of  war that had take place during the period after 
Napoleon.

Facing criticism from traditional historians as 
well as from some of  his own colleagues in the 
field—who were happy at the hypothesis propos-
ing aspects of  theory but unwilling to go to the 
data collection and hypothesis testing stage—David 
defended his ideas and resultant findings with gusto 
and much humor. The CoW project continues at 
the University of  Illinois to this day, and its influ-

ence endures in its many offspring, not the least 
of  which is the Conflict Data Program at Uppsala 
University and their annual “States in Armed 
Conflict” reports. 

In many ways, Dave Singer’s legacy to our field 
also survives, as he was constantly requiring that 
conflict and peace studies should proceed on the 
basis of  clarity of  argument, rigor of  definition, 
and above all the support of  empirical evidence 
for theoretical statements. His many colleagues 
will miss his critical eye, friendly dissent, and huge 
sense of  humor. Fortunately, Jannie Botes and I 
managed a long video interview with him three 
years ago for our “Parents of  the Field” project, so 
future generations will soon be able to get some 
measure of  him as a scholar and as a generous 
human being. 

I was looking forward to having a drink and 
a good laugh with him at this year’s International 
Studies Association meeting, but now—much to 
my sorrow—I won’t.

—CRM.
Dr. Singer is survived by his wife, Diane 

Macaulay, his daughters Katie and Annie Singer, 
his grandchildren Kayla and Jake—and as Diane 
remarked, "he belongs to the entire discipline."    ■

J. David Singer pictured with Kenneth Boulding. Photo: 
courtesy of Diane Macaulay.

In Memoriam: J. David Singer
"Parent of the Field" 1925-2009
By Christopher Mitchell, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus at ICAR, cmitchel@gmu.edu

Gehey and Jennings Express Gratitude for Support

ICAR students, Laurence Gehey and Yves-Renée Jennings, who were featured in the ICAR Spotlight section of  
the February edition of  ICAR News, have asked that we extend their thanks and appreciation for the emotional 
support offered to them by the ICAR community and for the financial support contributed on behalf  of  their 

families in the aftermath of  the devastating earthquake in Haiti. Both of  their families are well and rebuilding. As 
we go to press Jennings is in Haiti working with groups of  displaced children.—The Editor    ■
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Reflections on Citizen Diplomacy in Syria
Continued from page 1

intensive and amazingly close work-
ing social network of  partnerships, 
and a level of  emotional bonding that 
astonished both me and Hind. It has 
resulted in a Syrian/American alli-
ance of  alumni dedicated to small 
projects creation and mutual aid in the 
development of  a social network for 
peacebuilding, and other joint projects 
of  positive social change. 

The week of  intensive training in 
Damascus combined class lectures, 
joint innovative project creation, 
as well as high level meetings with 
significant figures in Syria, including 
Dr. Bouthaina Shaban, and Michel 
Smacha, Presidential Advisors, and the 
President of  Damascus University.  The 
week also included a special meet-
ing with the Grand Mufti of  Syria, 
Sheikh Hassoun, as well as the Grand 
Mufti of  Damascus, and the Chief  of  
the Religious Legal Courts (Sharia 
Courts) of  Syria. That meeting was 
an emotional reunion for me and 
Sheikh Hassoun, a heartfelt review of  
the results of  the devastating wars of  
the region, which we both had tried 
to prevent. Iraq has always been front 
and center, and the Grand Mufti of  
Syria had simple and profound mes-
sages for President Obama as to where 
the United States should put its future 
efforts in the region. It became a joint 

call for life-affirming American contri-
butions to the region and its suffering 
refugees, with wonderful student 
engagement with the Mufti. In all my 
27 years of  interfaith peace work in 
the region, never have I seen such a 
high level and profound engagement 
of  shared humanity as was expressed 
in that room with the Grand Mufti. To 
see so many prominent clergy weep-
ing together with students over the 
losses of  children to war in the region 
was the greatest testimony I have ever 
witnessed to the true spirit of  Islam 
and the Abrahamic Faiths.

Students were astonished at how 
quickly they would become immersed 
in and responsible for high level 
meetings and the mechanics, chal-
lenges, and surprising breakthroughs 
of  citizen diplomacy, all under the 
watchful and quixotic eye of  Middle 
Eastern media, including Iran’s televi-
sion stations. They did not just study 
citizen diplomacy. After an intensive 
interview process to be accepted into 
the program, they were quickly called 
upon to be diplomats themselves, 
agents of  positive change, in highly 
sensitive and challenging environ-
ments. They were also treated to a 
night out at the opera by the Spanish 
Ambassador, in addition to celebra-
tions with their fellow students almost 
every night, a dinner sponsored by the 
United States Embassy, and a beauti-
ful dinner at the ancient home of  
Hind and Samer 
Kabawat in the Old 
City. 

When you go 
to places and you 
make yourself  vul-
nerable and listen, 
you learn much 
more than you can 
learn in books. 
This is the oppor-
tunity I wanted to 
extend to the par-
ticipating students. 
Even the most elo-
quently articulated 
narrative in a book 
cannot compare to 

Marc Gopin is a professor at ICAR 
and Director of the Center for 
World Religions, Diplomacy, and 
Conflict. Photo: GMU Creative 
Services. 

the students’ experience of  sitting before 
the Grand Mufti of  Syria and hearing his 
words of  unity and peace and optimism 
about a different future. No written nar-
rative could likewise portray the range 
of  emotions students might experience 
as they leave one of  the most incredible 
religious experiences of  their lives, only to 
find out within 24 hours that some mem-
bers of  the media, and numerous jihadi 
websites, had manipulated words of  peace 
and love into that of  religious heresy. The 
students were on the front lines of  a public 
relations battle and stepped up to the plate 
passionately in response to the media 
through written and verbal interviews, 
and online responses. The students were 
afforded a hands-on introduction to the 
challenges of  “doing peace” in the con-
text of  political and social realities on the 
ground that are less than desirable. 

The week of  study and touring of  
cultural and religious sites culminated 
in the Syrian students’ gala graduation 
celebration, attended by a number of  
Syrian dignitaries and embassy repre-
sentatives, especially from Spain, the 
EU, and the United States. Plans for the 
future include a similar course to be held 
in Israel and Palestine this summer and 
next year’s program of  new students and 
citizen diplomacy tourism to the region, 
videos, op-eds, and the development of  an 
international social network of  students 
committed to conflict resolution and citi-
zen diplomacy.    ■

Dr. Gopin with, the Grand Mufti of Syria, the Grand Mufti of Damascus, 
the Head of Shari'a Courts, and GMU and Syrian students. Photo: Omar 
Alkhiami.
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The novelist Iris Murdoch once said that the purpose 
of  literature is to “prove that other people really exist”, 
meaning that literature calls on people to generously insert 
themselves into the lives of  others. In so doing, books (espe-
cially those that deal with the problem of  dehumanization) 
can help children and adults to (re)-develop their capacity 
for broad empathy and sympathy. 

Echoing and amplifying this idea, the philosopher 
Martha Nussbaum has written: “Narrative art has the 
power to make us see the lives of  the different with more 
than the casual tourist’s interest—with involvement and 
sympathetic understanding, with anger at our society’s 
refusal at visibility.”

Highbrow as it may seem, there is empirical evidence 
to back up the pro-social value of  literature. In the United 
States, for example, studies done with white elementary 
school students have shown that reading stories with multi-
ethnic and multi-racial characters significantly reduces 
negative perceptions and attitudes. Other studies found that 
reading fiction (as opposed to non-fiction) correlates with 
a high level of  empathy, and that putting yourself  in other 
people’s shoes is one of  the most effective ways of  reducing 
stereotyping and in-group favoritism.

Reading novels and storytelling may seem like a poor 
substitute for person-to-person contact, and to some degree 
this is true. But, there are also advantages. Chief  among 
them is that literature provides a uniquely safe space for 
identification. Moreover, contact on the pages of  books also 
has the advantage of  allowing the reader to withdraw—

emotionally and cognitively—when identification becomes 
too strenuous.

This is not to suggest that reading ought to replace 
direct contact, but rather that because an engagement with 
literature can prepare people psychologically for the diffi-
cult work of  reconciliation, it should serve as a handmaiden 
to the practice of  conflict resolution.

Some recommendations for incorporating litera-
ture into conflict resolution practices include selecting a 
canon of  relevant literature. Books such as Elie Wiesel’s 
Night, George Orwell’s Animal Farm, The Autobiography 
of  Malcolm X, Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, Fawaz Turki’s 
The Disinherited and S. Yizhar’s Khirbet Khizeh, are some 
examples. 

In addition, it is important to create guidelines—a 
springboard for discussion—so that the messages in the 
great books may be properly internalized. And where pos-
sible, it would be best to work with education ministries to 
develop a curriculum for widespread use in classrooms. 

Alternatively, book clubs and workshops can be formed, 
both within communities and among conflicting parties—
thus combining both direct and indirect contact. 

To be sure, negative attitudes and perceptions of  the 
other are not going to be altered overnight. However, if  we 
are to prevent, manage, or transform conflicts it is essential 
that we find creative ways to do so. Reading literature is not 
a bad place to start. 

Conflict resolution, one book at a time.    ■                  
(This article is reprinted from Common Ground News Service, 1/14/10)
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EDITOR: LORI-ANN STEPHENSEN

Though only his 
closest friends and 
family know about 

the first two decades 
of  his life, the ICAR 
extended community 
was recently treated 
to a review of  Wallace 
Warfield’s professional 
career, which officially 
began as a street-gang 
worker in New York. 
Our mini-Festschrift 
was not the traditional 
tribute as there was 
no memorial volume 
filled with essays 
about Dr. Warfield’s 

huge contribution to 
the Institute, the field, 
and to his students and 
colleagues. Rather, we 
launched an extended 
celebration that reflects 
the way we want to 
honor his work.  While 
this brief  article high-
lights the retirement 
event, ICAR has also 
organized a site offer-
ing video testimonials as 
evidence of  how special 
this guy really is.

On the afternoon of  
April 30, five colleagues 

within and outside of  ICAR—Kevin Avruch, 
Mara Schoeny, Rachael Barber, Howard 
Gadlin and Chris Honeyman—spoke on 
aspects of  Warfield’s many achievements 
and their stories reflected many of  our 
own experiences working with and know-
ing him. Avruch provided a vision of  a 
fascinating and complicated journey that 
began with New York City’s Youth Board 
(I’ve been privileged to hear a few of  his 
street-gang episodes and they are as color-
ful as one might imagine). When he left 
his position as the Deputy Director of  the 
Lower West Side Community Corporation 
he joined the US Department of  Justice’s 
Community Relations Service. He 

Wallace Warfield sharing his thoughts at celebration held in his honor. 
Photo: P. Snodgrass.

'())(*+,'(-.+)/0,(,1+)+2-(3456,

57,1563-4283456,(6/,96:8+6*+
!"#$%&'(%#)*#+,-.'-./&0#1,*2*0#)+34#5-(&6&#%&'#7/&&/-#8"&9,#1(6:-;;6(0#;9,-.'-.<=>?*-'?,-..&"/012



VOLUME 4■ ISSUE 4■ MAY 2010 INSTITUTE FOR CONFLICT ANALYSIS AND RESOLUTION
"

91;<,=6/+->-(/8(3+,?-5>-(@0,
A84)/46>,(,B+3C5-D,57,96:8+6*+,(3,E(F56,(6/,46,3G+,15@@8643H,

!"#@(/;A/&#76(/%(A"0#)+34#7*$*#$A?'-&A0#>6(/%(A<=>?*-'?#

The ICAR Undergraduate Program has had a busy year 
with activities and events that showcase its success as 
it approaching its sixth year. The main events during 

the spring semester were the undergraduate career panel 
and the First Annual Spring Conference. 

On March 30th ICAR held a unique career panel, 
which featured primarily ICAR undergraduate alumni as 
panelists. The event provided students with insight into 
career paths relevant to a B.A. or B.S. in Conflict Analysis 

and Resolution. Lisa Shaw, moder-
ated the discussion with each panelist 
sharing the challenges faced and les-
sons learned  during their job search. 
Panelists included Christine Bancroft, 
a financial management analyst for 
the Office of  the Chief  of  Public 
Affairs; Shukria Dellawar, President 
of  TruBride consulting LLC; Dolores 
Gomez-Moran, University Ombudsman 
at George Mason University; 
Kristen Hunt, Analyst for Group W, 
INC; Hassen Khraibani, Manager 
of  International Sales for Barros 
International, Ltd.; Danny Kaysi, Junior 
Fellow of  Middle East Program for the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace; and Rebecca Newman, Conflict 
Response Coordinator for District of  
Colombia Public Schools. 

Alumni panelists reflected on their experiences at 
ICAR and discussed how their education and skills relate 
to their careers. They agreed that the skills learned at 
ICAR are unique and applicable to both their personal 
lives and careers. Dolores Gomez-Moran also discussed 
the art of  conflict resolution and the challenges she faces 
as Mason’s Ombudsman. 

On Friday, April 16th ICAR hosted its First Annual 
Undergraduate Spring Conference, “Confronting 
Major Challenges in the 21st Century.” The confer-
ence was paired with the Conf  490 poster session. The 
morning session featured two panels with presenters: 
Blazenka Barisic from University of  North Florida; Ruth 
Canagarajah from Penn State University; Mackenzie 
Drutowski from George Washington University; Garik 
Himebaugh from George Mason University; and Shannon 
Reiger from University of  California, Berkley; highlight-
ing the key points of  their research. Formal presentations 
were followed by a question and answer period. Mark 
Schenider, Senior Vice President and Special Adviser on 
Latin America from the International Crisis Group, was 
the afternoon's keynote speaker. 

The top paper awards went to Mackenzie 

Drutowski from George Washington University and 
Garik Himebaugh from George Mason University. The 
best poster award went to Jennifer Scolese. 

The undergraduate program also has two ongoing 
programs, Peer Mediation Partners and the Dialogue and 
Difference Project, which are student run and focus on 
actively engaging the community.

This year the Dialogue & Difference Project held 
three campus dialogue events – Beyond Fort Hood: 
Reflections and Implications, Terrorism: A Panel Discussion 
and Dialogue, and Health Care: Constitutional Danger or 
Human Right? Dialogue topics emerged from current 
events and survey responses. Dialogue & Difference 
interns, Crystal Simon and Cameron Isaac, provided 
leadership and energy in organizing the events and train-
ing dialogue facilitators.

Peer Mediation Partners (PMP) has also been active 
on campus and in the local community. PMP is a GMU 
student organization that partners with middle and high 
school students in Northern Virginia to build strong and 
sustainable peer mediation and collaborative conflict 
resolution programs. This year, PMP worked to increase 
their presence on-campus and within Fairfax County 
Public Schools and as an integral part of  the steering 
committee for the Pathways to Peace Conference. PMP 
worked with students and faculty from West Springfield 
H.S., Annandale H.S., and Fairfax H.S., to build and 
evaluate conflict resolution programs through the devel-
opment of  lesson plans and role-plays.    ■
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Lisa Shaw presenting undergraduate programs. Photo: D. 
Light.
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I remember the faces of  my former ninth graders when 
they crossed the stage to receive their high school 
diplomas, with the promise of  college, jobs, and future 

dreams ahead of  them. Today I imagine being a teacher in 
a District of  Columbia Ward Seven school where 67% of  
the freshman class will drop out sometime during ninth or 
tenth grade. This tragic reality moved this Spring's Conf  
714 class to study conflict intervention in urban communi-
ties and to engage with community members east of  the 
Anacostia River. We partnered with College and Career 
Connections (CCC). CCC is an NGO that helps sixth to 
ninth graders in D.C. to develop their career goals and 
college aspirations, offering skill-building programs to 
increase their chances for success. Drawing on capacity 
building theory, which acknowledges that building rela-
tional networks is critical to overall development success, 
our class designed two programs; one in which D.C. 
students visited Mason’s Fairfax campus, and the other in 
which our class visited the SEED Charter school in D.C.

With tremendous support and assistance from the 
ICAR undergraduate staff  and a host of  volunteers 
across the Fairfax campus, we implemented a day-long 
field trip to Mason for 17 female students from Caesar 
Chavez Public Charter School to learn about college 
life. Undergraduate facilitators for the day included 
Mike Parks of  ICAR, as well as Karima Scott, Garret 
Claybrooks, Johnetta Saygbe and Adriana Bonilla, 
all alumni from George Mason’s Early Identification 
Program, a program that helps first generation Virginia 
high school students enroll in and successfully complete 
college. The student leaders’ creativity, insight, and 
willingness to reach out and help others to succeed was 
inspiring.

Cory Jackson, Assistant to Dr. Merten, welcomed 

the students on behalf  of  Mason. Then Dr. Peter Pober 
delivered a riveting keynote address on Desire, Drive, and 
Passion, and then the students toured the campus. After 
lunch, Ph.D. student RJ Nickels hosted a World Café with 
the assistance of  undergraduate facilitators, who shared 
personal experiences and stories, answering questions as 
participants shared their hopes and fears. Martha Cooper, 
an ICAR Masters student, led a reflective practice exercise 
for the closing session. When asked to rate their visit on a 
scale of  one to five, almost all of  the participants put up 
a high five! Mason facilitator Adriana 
Bonilla remarked that, “I didn’t know 
that I could make a difference in such 
a short time,” Adriana thought that we 
should run the program again, feeling 
that "it’s particularly important for girls 
to see that they can do the same thing 
we are doing, if  they have the desire."

Another project took place at 
the SEED Boarding School, home to 
middle school students Sunday through 
Thursdays, with ICAR students meet-
ing with College & Career Connections 
weekly program participants. In two 
one-hour sessions, students Amanda 
Wilkins, Mohammed Albasha, and 
Martha Cooper designed interactive 
exercises that introduced how our 
field intertwines theory, research, and 
practice to better inform our conflict 
interventions. We practiced facilitating 
dialogues that address difficult prob-
lems, like what courage means in the 
context of  community dialogue.    ■
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 ICAR/CCC participants spend a day at Fairfax. Photo: J. Neal.
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Conf 714 student and participants engage in World Cafe. Photo: J. 
Neal.
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A s part of  its ongoing efforts to sponsor 
citizen diplomacy and interfaith dialog, the 
Center for World Religions, Diplomacy, and 

Conflict Resolution (CRDC) at ICAR hosted an 
event on Monday, April 26, 2010 on the topic of  
“Interfaith Peacemaking: Creating a Narrative 
of  Peace.” The two guest speakers for the event 
were, Kia Scherr and Reverend Charles Gibbs. 
Scherr and Gibbs each shared powerful stories 
of  working to build cultures of  peace, justice, 
and healing through interfaith cooperation. 
They talked about how their respective organi-
zations engage these issues and shared some of  
their best practices for local, regional, and global 
organizing.

Kia Scherr opened the event with a par-
ticularly poignant, moving, and personal story. 
Speaking from her heart, Kia shared how her 
husband and daughter were killed in the 2008 
Mumbai terrorist attacks. Instead of  perpetu-
ating the cycle of  violence, Kia determined to 
respond with love and forgiveness towards the 
terrorists, eventually starting the organization, 
One Life Alliance, to inspire and encourage con-
versations that honor the sacredness of  life.

After Scherr's presentation, Reverend 
Charles Gibbs introduced his work with the 
United Religions Initiative (URI). Gibbs started 
with the story of  its founding in 1993. After 
being invited by the UN to host an interfaith 
service, Episcopal Bishop William Swing asked 
himself, “If  the nations of  the world are working 
together for peace through the UN, then where 
are the religions of  the world?” URI emerged 

as an answer 
to this ques-
tion—as an 
organization 
where people 
of  diverse 
faiths and 
from all sec-
tors of  society 
cooperate 
for peace and 
justice. Today 
URI has 
thousands 
of  members 
in over 65 
countries 
representing 
more than 100 

religions, spiritual expressions, and indigenous 
traditions. 

After the presentations a rich discussion 
ensued, which inspired and engaged the audi-
ence. Topics that were explored included the 
power of  inner spiritual work in promoting 
peace, the concept of  grassroots organizing 
being uniquely suited to meet local needs, the 
power of  forgiveness, the frustration at the lack 
of  media interest in peace work, and the need to 
come together collectively in our efforts to build 
a more peaceful world. The evening ending 
with participants and presenters mingling and 
exchanging contact information and expressing 
their interest in staying connected. 

It can sometimes be overwhelming to think 
of  the conflicts and challenges facing humanity 
today. In his book, To Make the Earth Whole, 
CRDC Director, Marc Gopin proposes that "the 
most clear networkers for peace... are not neces-
sarily those in positions of  religious authority, 
but it is rather those people who are passion-
ately committed to expanding their networks 
and reaching out through gestures." Scherr and 
Gibbs are examples of  just such a commitment 
to activism, modeling the power of  incremen-
tal positive change through the dedications and 
sincere actions of  peacemakers.    ■ 
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Event. Photo: CRDC.
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In Reasons to Kill, I study the arguments and 

images used by U.S. public officials and other pro-
war advocates to persuade ordinary citizens to 
support America’s foreign wars. These methods 
of  persuasion need to be powerful, since they ask 
people to pay the human costs as well as the financial 
costs of  war. The basic question I ask is: What con-
vinces ordinarily skeptical Americans to send their 
sons, daughters, sweethearts, neighbors, and coun-
trymen to kill other people and risk their own bodies 
and minds in battle?

The overall answer, I found, is that Americans 
are persuaded to fight by appeals to widely shared 
and deeply held moral and spiritual values – values 
associated with what some call our civil religion. The 
most common themes are these:

• Self-defense. We have a moral right and duty to 
defend our nation against unjustified attacks. (The 
problem is that the “self ” we are now defending is 
not just America’s soil and people but U.S. troops, 
civilians, allies, and imperial interests around the 
globe.)

• Evil enemies. We have a moral duty to destroy 
diabolical leaders who commit atrocities against 
their own people, threaten their neighbors, and seek 
world domination. (The problem is that we often 
label adversaries absolutely evil when they are not 
really satanic and can be dealt with in ways short of  
total war.) 

• Humanitarian interventions and moral crusades. 
We have a special mission to secure the values of  
democracy, human rights, civil order, and moral 
decency around the world, by military means if  nec-
essary. (The problem is that the U.S. is a superpower 
with its own interests and cultural biases, not a disin-
terested liberator of  the oppressed. More often than 
not, we end up acting like the tyrants and aggressors 
we oppose.) 

• Patriotic duty. We earned our freedom by fight-
ing for it. When Uncle Sam asks us to fight, even 
die, for our nation, we should be prepared to do so. 
(The problem is that love of  one’s country has never 
meant killing and dying on command. Generations 
of  American patriots have demanded that the govern-
ment justify war making by showing that there is a 
real threat to the nation and that violence is needed 
to counter it.)

• National honor. If  we don’t demonstrate that we 
are willing to fight, we will lose face and credibility 
and become a humiliated, second-rate nation. (The 
problem is that this is not a moral doctrine; it is an 
insecure cowboy machismo posing as morality. Most 
American wars since the end of  World War have 
ended in something short of  victory, and most should 

not have been fought at all.)
• No peaceful alternative. Either negotiations to 

avert war have failed or they would be fruitless, since 
the enemy cannot be trusted to keep its word. (The 
problems are that Americans refuse to negotiate in 
good faith as much as any other nation, and that, in 
any case, negotiation usually falls far short of  con-
flict resolution. Without serious attempts at conflict 
resolution – that is, ending violence by eliminating its 
underlying causes – war is never a last resort.) 

The book reviews these themes as they appear 
over the course of  American history from colonial 
times up to the 
current “war on 
terrorism.” It takes 
issue with both 
neo-conservative 
bellicosity and the 
liberal acceptance 
of  allegedly just 
wars represented by 
President Obama’s 
Nobel Prize 
acceptance speech. 
It concludes with 
a chapter outlin-
ing “Five Ways to 
Think More Clearly 
About War.”    ■
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/ Gina Cerasani’s deep interest in community 

dynamics led her to become involved in one 
of  the Northern Virginia’s most pressing 

issues—immigration in Prince William county. 
As an ICAR Ph.D. candidate focusing on com-
munity conflicts, her involvement began when 
she joined the Latin American and Caribbean 
working group in 2006, which was being led by 
Lisa Shaw. By 2007, the depth of  the conflicts 
between PWC residents and the large influx 
of  immigrants in the area looking for jobs was 
becoming apparent. The ICAR working group 
partnered with organizations, such as Unity in 
the Community, to start a series of  facilitated 
dialogues involving various members of  the 
community. Not only was the process one that 
had not been seen before in the county, open-
ing the eyes of  the parties involved as well as 
the facilitators, the dialogues gave Gina and 
her peers a chance to practice the theories they 
studied at ICAR. 

With her colleagues, Cerasani led a series of  
interviews in order to gain an understanding of  
how the conflict had escalated. Her approach was 
humanistic and the information gathered was most 
valuable—it told the story of  the deeply rooted 

fears that the residents had. Gina uses the lessons 
learned from this experience as she teaches her stu-
dents in her Conf  330, Community Conflict class. 
Her first hand experi-
ence analyzing these 
conflicts and orga-
nizing interventions 
for reconciliation 
brings a real life view 
of  how to approach 
such issues into the 
classroom providing a 
connection between 
theory and practice. 
Most importantly, 
Cerasani understands 
that one must have a 
realistic objective in working through the deeply 
rooted tensions that arise between parties.

“Before I came to ICAR I was much more of  an 
activist, and a strong supporter of  empowering the 
underdog,” Cerasani said. Although that passion 
remains, she now understands that as part of  her 
role as a third party intervener, she must not only 
seek to mediate the conflict, but to learn from it 
herself  as well.    ■

Gina Cerasani, Ph.D. Candidate. 
Photo: ICAR.
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Each Spring the ICAR community gathers for the Student Celebration of  Achievement to review the projects and research 
produced by its student community.  This year’s event reflected the integration of  ICAR’s four programs as Undergraduate, 
Master’s, Certificate, and Ph.D. students submitted and presented projects, theses, and videos.  The research and outcomes 

of  APT teams and working groups were also represented.  
New this year was a formal presentation schedule that offered students the opportunity to talk about their research and 

receive feedback from their colleagues.  Masters students, Jeanine Neal and 
Amanda Wilkins presented an intervention designed in their Conf  714 class, 
which partnered with College and Career Connections, an organization that helps 
sixth to ninth graders develop educational and career goals, to bring a group of  
young students to Mason’s Fairfax campus for the day (see the article on page 3).  
Rabih Zahnan, presented findings from the Consultancy Working Group, and Jay 
Filipi presented on his thesis: "This Machine Kills Fascists: An Exploration into the 
Machinery of  Music and Conflict"

Video presentations including this semester’s CRDC Syrian Citizen 
Diplomacy class, and the Turkey APT trip as well as Theses and Dissertation 
topics from the graduation cohorts played throughout the event. Melissa Merana 
also presented photos of  her recent trip to Africa.

The Undergraduate program featured displays of  their Peer Mediation and 
Dialogue and Difference Programs with undergrads Cameron Issac and Crystal 
Simon on hand to discuss their experience. Undergrad capstone research projects 
from Dr. Rothbart's Conf  490 Integration Course were also featured as part of  the 
exhibit. 

Congratulations to all of  the participants for their excellent academic offer-
ings —and to the graduating cohorts from the Undergraduate, Masters, and 
Doctoral programs. Best of  luck. Here's to your success!    ■

Rabhi Zahnan presents working group findings. 
Photo: D. Light. 
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Continued from page 1

directed the field coordination in New 
York as well as the national offices.  
Unfortunately, when Ed Meese took 
over it seems Warfield was not quite of  
the right political persuasion and had 
to move on.  As always, he landed on 
his feet continuing to make a difference 
as a Distinguished Visiting Fellow at 
the Administrative Conference of  the 
United States (ACUS) where he was 
responsible for helping federal agencies 
build ADR processes, and conducted 
trainings for government contracting 
offices and judges.   

In 1986, Warfield was invited as a 
guest lecturer to Dennis Sandole’s class 
and the rest was history. Jim Laue, the 
first Lynch Professor and the Institute 
Director founded the Conflict Clinic 
in 1990 and invited Warfield (with 
Frank Blechman) to join ICAR; the 
fit was perfect. Warfield’s dedication 
to building ICAR as a center of  excel-
lence in the field was unstoppable. He 
loved academic life and over the next 
few decades became an accomplished 
reflective practitioner, trained in the 
area of  public administration (MPA  
from USC) and public policy (PhD 
from GMU), making use of  a full range 
of  theories and a life-time of  knowl-
edge of  various approaches to manage, 
mitigate, and resolve conflicts. In 
addition to his excellence in teaching, 
his field work involved interventions 
and trainings in complex, multi-party 
conflicts involving communities and 
organizations in the US, Africa, and 
South America.  

Though the resume is extraordi-

nary, what is just as important is what 
it does not say—what is in the mar-
gins. We were treated to a number 
of  testimonials that are worthy of  
mention. Avruch spoke of  Warfield’s 
extraordinary humanity, humility, 
and perseverance, and of  how he 
believes people can be turned around 
sometimes they just need help finding 
their way.  People can change—as 
evidenced by his work in divided com-
munities over the years with police, 
gangs and warring factions—helping 
rebuild relationships, communities, 
and creating and sustaining “zones of  
peace." 

Howard Gadlin, NIH 
Ombudsman, provided a clever 
pictorial history of  their long friend-
ship and colleagueship that included 
Warfield’s intelligence, appearance 
and style (of  course), thoughtfulness, 
kindness (even as a New Yorker), com-
petitiveness (especially on the tennis 
court) and capacity for mischief. 
Then, humor aside, he underscored 
Warfield’s excellent work, especially 
with racial and identity conflicts and 
his abilities to understand the com-
plexity of  situations—where there is 
seldom a stance that is unambiguously 
good or bad.  

Mara Schoeny’s relationship with 
Warfield reflected many in the room: 
he was her professor, mentor, disserta-
tion chair, sponsor, and coach, among 
other roles.  She 
learned from him that 
“community mat-
ters”—approaching 
conflict in communi-
ties must be done 
both geographically 
and as a reflective 
practitioner.  She 
acknowledged his 
bedrock foundation 
in community—from 
the streets of  New 
York, to the politi-
cal machinery of  
Chicago, to NGO 
work in Rwanda as 
it recovered from its 
genocide. Warfield 

lives at the intersections and considers 
conflict’s nested qualities, acknowledging 
that its interpersonal struggles do not arise 
in isolation but within broader social and 
ethical contexts. The community is where 
and how people live and it informs the 
texture of  their relationships. 

Rachael Barber, also a former 
student, took a different tactic by con-
ducting survey research of  Warfield’s 
colleagues, friends, and other recipients 
of  his wisdom.  Three themes emerged:  
the consistently high quality of  teach-
ing, the substantial influence he had on 
their careers and lives, and the role model 
he offered as a scholar practitioner.  She 
reported that he “walked the talk,” and 
had “humility and patience,” treating 
them as “legitimate” colleagues.  Warfield 
stressed the importance of  “power, cul-
ture, structure, inequality, and being aware 
of  who was and was not at the table.”  
His students learned their “3R’s: roles, 
rules and responsibilities” and how to use 
language people can hear.  Many spoke of  
their APT experiences as their best, most 
profound and lasting, work at ICAR.  As 
one student stated, “He’s a real pioneer of  
the field.”

Chris Honeyman considers Warfield 
chief  of  the “pracademics:” there are 
academics who do some practice on the 
side, and practitioners who do some teach-
ing on the side, but Warfield is a third and 
rarer type.  With twenty-five years as an 
activist prior to become an academic he 

Rachael Barbour and Mara Schoeny present Wallace Warfield with an 
award of appreciation from ICAR. Photo: P. Snodgrass.

Continued on Page 8

Sandra Cheldelin, ICAR 
Professor. Photo: GMU 
Creative Services.
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has become a kind of  “think tank” of  his own.  That is, the 
very length, variety, and depth of  his practice experiences 
affords him unusual insight as to the kinds of  questions to ask 
and becomes the basis of  the qualities that Avruch enumer-
ated—humanity, humility, and especially modesty.

Following the presentations, Warfield treated us to reflec-
tions of  his own learning over the decades.  I was moved by 
his story of  issues of  identity with gang members on street 
corners: that only “white people are Americans.”  He learned 
that if  you can lay your hands on people’s minds you can 
transform them.  He learned the importance of  advocacy.  At 
CRS he learned the complexity of  “social justice”—if  one can 
create interdependency between groups then things might 
change. He noted that when Sandole invited him to his class 
it gave him permission to leave the federal government and 
become an academic; he then took the skills he developed 
from his work domestically to the international arena.  

Warfield has steadfastly embraced his own plea to 

ICAR—to do away with the “totem” where practice is at the 
bottom and theory is at the top of  the pole.  Neither can live 
alone—they must inform each other.

Thank you, Wallace, for the enormous impact you have 
had on so many people’s lives over decades of  wonderful 
work.  The good news is that you are not leaving entirely. 
We welcome and await the projects you intend to continue 
or take on over the next few years (after your second cup of  
coffee in the mornings).

A recording of  the mini-Festschrift is available at icar.
gmu.edu.  Anyone wishing to view the W2 Appreciation 
Project on YouTube can do so by visiting http://youtube.
com/w2appreciation.  Anyone wishing to contribute their 
voice to the project can find information on how to share 
stories and photos, as well as instructions for adding their 
own video, on the ICAR Network at: http://is.gd/c6oJs  
Assistance with recording and uploading videos is also avail-
able by emailing icarweb@gmu.edu or visiting ICAR.    ■
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This summer saw us lose 
three individuals who, 
in various important 

ways, influenced the way 
we at the Institute think 
about and work in our 
chosen field of Conflict 
Analysis and Resolution. 
Elise Boulding, a long time 
friend of, and inspiration 
to, ICAR, taught us that 
history was important 
but particularly history 
viewed from the perspec-
tive of neglected groups 
– women particularly, but also minorities 
and the exploited of all descriptions.

John Burton was 
associate director at 
the Institute in the late 
1980s, teaching initial 
generations of Masters 
and Doctoral students 
about basic human 
needs and problem solv-
ing methods, as well as 
writing his penultimate 
4 volume work on con-
flict resolution.

Most recently, for 
the present student 
generation, Wallace 
Warfield taught and 
mentored graduates and 
undergraduates alike, 
right up to his retire-
ment in June, when he 
was looking forward to 

being able to take up projects he had post-
poned until he had more time.

All three came from very different back-
grounds, Elise from sociology, the Society of 
Friends and a long and happy marriage with 
Kenneth, another significant figure in the 
development of conflict and peace studies. 
John Burton came from a successful initial 
career as a diplomat from a “Middle Power” 
(Australia) which could never aspire to the 
use of force and bullying as a diplomatic 
strategy and so relied on analysis and reason-
ing as a means of influence. Wallace came 
from gang mediation on the streets of New 
York and never forgot that offering choices 
to people could enable them to avoid using 
violence to get what they felt they needed. 
All three were unique individuals but they 
all, in their own ways, shared a passionate 
commitment to making this often appalling 
world a better place. In addition, they were 
all my friends, which makes their collective 
loss even harder to bear.      ■
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Putting Theory into Practice in Africa: 
ICAR Liberia Field Study, June 2010
By Lisa Shaw, Undergraduate Student Services Director, and Patricia Maulden, Assistant Professor of Conflict Resolution,

T his past summer, thirteen students 
– seven undergraduates and six 
graduates – along with faculty advi-

sors Patricia Maulden and Lisa Shaw, 
traveled to Liberia to participate in a 
hands-on field experience. During their 
stay, students and faculty immersed 
themselves in the post-conflict con-
text, working directly with local NGO 
personnel and community members in 
three parts of  the country: Monrovia 
(the capital), Tubmanberg in Bomi 
County, and Buchanan in Grand Bassa 
County. The work was neither glamor-
ous nor comfortable; it was, however, 
extremely difficult and potentially life  
changing. As one student commented, 
“We laughed. Some of  us cried. Five 
of  us survived a flood in a small town 

where it never floods. We were annoyed with some of  
what we were seeing. We were frustrated when solutions 
seemed so simple yet so out of  reach. We felt a lot in 
just a short month and I would not change the negative 
feelings that arose because that’s life and this field is hard 
work.”

The majority of  the field study experience focused 
on direct engagement with the rigors of  peacebulding - 
often twelve hours a day, six days a week. Students and 
faculty advisors learned from local experts as they in turn 
added to local organizations’ knowledge and skills fulfill-
ing the expectation of  reciprocity. The three student 

teams, each named for peace in an indigenous language, 
met with the Traditional Council of  Liberia; local tradi-
tional leaders and dignitaries; and individuals from the 
US Embassy, University of  Liberia, and the Peace and 
Security Pillar of  the Ministry of  Planning and Economic 
Affairs. The groups also organized a local parade and 
celebration for the Day of  the African Child; facilitated 
reunification of  street children with their estranged 
families and communities; and developed and conducted 
trainings as requested by their NGO partners, Don Bosco 
Homes and Christian Health Association of  Liberia.

The trainings presented conflict mapping as a tool 
to assist in the exploration of  the root causes of  conflict, 
mediation techniques, pre-intervention assessment strat-
egies and practices, dialogue and structured conversation 
around community concerns, and problem solving. Many 
of  the agency personnel had not previously thought 
about mapping as a way to assess what might be going 
on, what is known, what is unknown, what needs to be 
known, and how to gain that information. Mapping, 
in turn allowed Liberian practitioners to engage in 
reflective practice, rethinking their responses to chal-
lenges, and not taking the same approach to a problem 
simply because that is the way it had always been done. 
Participants to the training began to think beyond the 
norm and toward what might be more feasible and 
useful. After the final day-long training, conducted for 
NGO partners and their invited guests, David Koneh, 
Director of  Don Bosco Homes and Joe Wiah, Deputy 
Director, expressed their gratitude for the work the of  
the ICAR team. They remarked that they could never 
have afforded capacity-building of  this caliber. They also 
conveyed that with the students working directly with 
agency personnel, Don Bosco Homes completed four 
months of  casework in three weeks.

The field study also increased the capacity of  stu-
dents, as reflective practice was an every day activity. 
Each of  the three teams learned about humility, faced 
emotionally charged situations, struggled with issues of  
justice and human rights, and became more comfortable 
with feelings of  inadequacy as they worked alongside 
their Liberian counterparts. At daily evening de-briefs, 
students reflected, shared dilemmas, sought colleague 
suggestions and support, and came together as a commu-
nity of  peacebuilders. Throughout, students experienced 
first-hand the hard realities of  post-conflict life, the 
difficulty people face trying to deal with the past as well 
as the present, and frustration over the gap between 
the rich and the poor, the government and the grass-
roots. The field study immersed students and faculty in 
day-to-day life in post-conflict Liberia – altogether an 
unforgettable experience.      ■
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Don Bosco Homes, Traditional Council of Liberia, Christian Health 
Association of Liberia, and the Women and Children's section of the 
Liberia National Police.  Photo: L. Shaw.
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G eorge Mason’s Fairfax campus was bustling with 
thirty six youths aged sixteen to eighteen years old 
from Tajikistan, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, 

and throughout the United States this past summer as 
they took part in the ICAR hosted Ben Franklin Summer 
Institute for Asia (BFSIA).  Sponsored by the Youth 
Programs Division, Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs, U.S. Department of State and the Public Affairs 
Sections of the U.S. Embassies, the program brought 
together young persons from these South and Central 
Asian countries for the first time to help the students 
develop global perspectives, intercultural understanding, 
knowledge of worldwide social issues, leadership skills, 
and a dedication to community service while building 
cross-cultural relationships.  

Meanwhile, it was also an opportunity for ICAR’s 
own graduate and undergraduate students to put their 
conflict resolution theories, skills, and knowledge to the 
test.  As mentors and trainers with various backgrounds, 
we all came with our passions to work with youth and 
in the international setting.  Moreover, we all wanted to 
impart some of our knowledge about finding win-win 
solutions, seeing people as people, and bridging the gap 
in misunderstandings about religion and conflict.  The 
BFSIA fellows enjoyed the hospitality of the Fairfax 
campus, living in the Presidents’ Park dormitory com-
plex and having their meals in Southside and the Johnson 
Center. It was a great opportunity for international stu-
dents to get a taste of life on an American college campus. 
While inside the classroom, the students attended lec-
tures and engaged in activities related to the five themes 
of the Institute, which included: a) Culture, Conflict, 
and Cooperation, b) Democracy and Governance, c) 
Diplomacy and International Relations, d) Mass Media 
and Communication, and e) Sustainable Development.  
Guest lecturers and speakers included ICAR’s Director Dr. 
Andrea Bartoli, Michael Shank, ICAR Ph.D. candidate and 
Communications Director for Representative Honda, Will 
Davis, Director of the United Nations Information Centre, 
and a series of scholars that delivered lectures related to 
the Institute’s five themes. 

Off-campus tours to Washington, D.C., to Thomas 
Jefferson’s house at Monticello, and New York City were 
not only exciting and highly anticipated sight-seeing trips, 
but important educational moments as well. For example, 
the visit to Ground Zero in New York provoked many 
interesting, emotional, and contentious discussions about 
religion, terrorism, mutual cross-cultural recognition, and 
understanding. 

As a part of the program, BFSIA fellows were hosted 
by families living in the D.C. metro and North Virginia 
areas where they gained an insight as to what it’s like to 

live with American families.  The fellows told us they 
bonded so closely with their host families that some of 
them referred to their host parents as Mom and Dad! 

All throughout the month of July, they bonded over 
campfires making the classic American s'mores, watch-
ing the World Cup, playing soccer and experiencing new 
heights in a ropes course at Mason’s EDGE.  In many 
ways, they began to apply the skills they had acquired and 
sought to “see people as people” as they 
learned about each others’ cultures and 
tried to understand each other.

By the end of July, these youth 
were so inspired, motivated, and 
bonded with each other that it was hard 
for them to leave each other.  It’s rare 
to see so many tearful good-byes!  Since 
BFSIA, students have continued to stay 
in touch as they develop and implement 
projects of their own. We all know that 
the relationships built, fruitful collabo-
ration and memories made will know 
“no borders” and will remain an experi-
ence that unites us all.      ■

Facilitating Cross Cultural Exchange:
ICAR Hosts the Ben Franklin Summer Institute With Asia 
By Thanos Gatsias, Ph.D. Candidate, Kate Romanova, Ph.D. Alumna, and Tamar Palandjian, M.S. Student, franklin@gmu.edu

initiatives

Participants of the BFSIA Summer School from Tajikistan, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan and throughout the United States.  
Photo: T. Palandjian.

Seeking Contributions
If you have an initiative or event you would like 

to contribute, or simply wish to discuss a topic 

that you think could enrich the ICAR community 

please contact the ICAR Newsletter via email,

icarnews@gmu.edu.
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ICAR Welcome Dinner: 
Celebration, Reflection and Community 
By Jacquie Antonson, ICAR Event Coordinator and M.S. Student, jantonso@gmu.edu

O n September 11, 2010, ICAR marked this notable 
anniversary by holding its annual Welcome 
Dinner, inviting another intake of  hopeful  

conflict resolvers to join its growing community. 
The evening commenced with a welcome from 

Professor Mark Goodale, followed by a  

humorous introduction of  the ICAR faculty and 
staff  by Professor Rich Rubenstein. Dr. Rubenstein 
delighted the crowd by revealing the faculty’s dark-
est secrets, which are far too scandalous for re-print.  
Before dinner, Professor Karina Korostelina took a 
moment to welcome this year’s visiting scholars.  

After enjoying a delicious catered meal, the 
attendees were treated to “Stories from the Field,” 
moderated by Professor Susan Hirsch.  Professor 
Patricia Maulden spoke of  the challenges and 
rewards of  her travels to Liberia with ICAR stu-
dents, and Professor Thomas Flores gave everyone 
an insight into ICAR faculty’s trip through China 
this past summer, visiting four cities in eight days.  
After an open invitation for more stories and com-
ments from Dr. Hirsch, ICAR Director, Dr. Andrea 
Bartoli amused the audience with anecdotes about  
mis-spoken English expressions and chance 
meetings.  

This annual dinner has also historically been 
the time for announcing student and faculty awards.  
This years recipients were as follows: the Brenda 
Rubenstein Memorial Scholarship was awarded to 
Sarah Rose-Jensen; the Mary Lynn Boland Award for 
Outstanding Student Service was awarded to James 
Moon; the John Burton Scholarship was awarded 
to Tetsushi Ogata; the James H. Laue Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded to Michael Rupert; 
the Alumni Scholarship was awarded to Edward 
Thompson; and the Faculty Scholarship for this year 
was awarded to Lori-Ann Stephensen.  Following 
these awards, the creation of  a new scholarship fund 
in the name of  late Professor Wallace Warfield was 
also announced.  This scholarship will be awarded 
for practice in the field, and donations to this fund 
are currently being accepted. 

With scholarships awarded and dinner eaten, 
Dr. Bartoli bade attendees a good night, and a new 
year at ICAR began.    ■

Upcoming ICAR Community Events

Thursday, October 7, 2010 
Book Launch
Reasons to Kill, by Richard Rubenstein, Ph.D., ICAR 
Professor of Conflict Resolution and Public Affairs
6.30 PM, Bus Boys and Poets, Shirlington Village, 4251 

South Campbell Ave, Arlington, VA 22206

Tuesday, October 12, 2010
Lecture - “Understanding the Caucasus” By Thomas de 
Waal, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
Hosted by George Mason University’s Terrorism 
Transnational Crime and Corruption Center and the 
Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution 

12:00 pm, Truland Building, Room 555

ICAR Open House: Thursday, November 11, 2010
In celebration of the ICAR Community: Faculty, Students, 
Alumni, Staff, and Friends are invited to enjoy an informal 
wine and cheese gathering to help our community stay 
connected. 
6:00 pm – 9:00pm, Truland Building, Room 555

http://icar.gmu.edu/events.htm 

Professor Patricia Maudlen presenting the summer study 
trip to Liberia.  Photo:  P. Snodgrass.

ICAR Director, Dr. Andrea Bartoli. Photo: P. Snodgrass.
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In late May and early June, Professor Marc Gopin, 
Aziz Abu Sarah, and the Center for World 
Religions, Diplomacy, and Conflict Resolution 

(CRDC) led a first of  its kind 'Citizen Diplomacy 
Seminar' in Jerusalem, taking 15 students from 
George Mason, George Washington, and American 
Universities to visit Israel and Palestine.  Following 
on the heels of  the dramatically successful visit to 
Damascus the winter before (a course that was co-led 
by Syrian Hind Kabawat), this course broke new 
ground in its approach and impact.  Based upon the 
foundation of  Dr. Gopin’s book “To Make The Earth 
Whole,” this trip was categorically different from typ-
ical trips to the region.  While students were exposed 
to a variety of  perspectives on the conflict and 
learned a great deal about the history of  the region, 
the primary focus of  their studies were on how indi-
viduals can contribute to Conflict Resolution through 
positive incremental change.  According to Dr. Gopin, 
“its insanity to leave everything to a few select people 
when we know through good science that progress is 
made by thousands of  people experimenting.”

“States are not as powerful as they think they 
are,” Dr. Gopin says.  “They don't make these critical 
shifts as much as we think they do.  Or when they do, 
there is far more that is invisible, that is not linear, 
beneath the surface that has given somebody politi-
cal permission to be visionary in a place of  official 
power.”  Dr. Gopin argues that biochemistry and 
physics are coming to the same conclusions of  mysti-
cism; that there is an interconnectedness of  systems 
and the smallest of  components are powerful and 
important.

Will the U.S. troop surge in Afghanistan “succeed” as it 
did in Iraq?
By Shukria Dellawar, ICAR M.S. Alumna, and Riyad Jarjis
The Hill, 9/22/10

Between Exhaustion and Engagement:  The Radical 
Choices of the Long American War in Afghanistan
By Marc Gopin, ICAR Professor
Huffington Post, 9/21/10

'Balls' Would Have Given Blair a Legacy
By Dennis Sandole, ICAR Professor
Financial Times, 9/11/10

Bring Hamas to the Table
By Roi Beh-Yehuda, ICAR Ph.D. Student
www.thedailybeast.com, 9/4/10 

Diasporas in Global Politics
By Terrence Lyons, ICAR Professor
A Report on the Role of Diasporas in Homeland Politics for 

the MacArther Foundation 

Religion Som Slagträ I Den Politiska Maktkampen
Sweden's Premiere Program on Conflict, Discussion on 
Religion and Tolerance
By Solon Simmons, ICAR Professor
Konflict on Sverige Radio, 9/4/10

Clinton Opens New Round of Middle East Peace Talks
By Solon Simmons, ICAR Professor
Fox 5 News, 9/2/10

U.S. Transitions to Final Phase of War in Iraq
By Solon Simmons, ICAR Professor
CTV News, 9/2/10

The Roles of Conflict Resolution Scholars in Georgian-
Abkhaz and Georgian-South-Ossetian Conflict and 
Conflict Resolution
By Susan Allen Nan, ICAR Professor
Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Volume 23,  

Issue 2 26/2/2010

The McChrystal Question
By Solon Simmons, ICAR Professor
CTV News, 6/23/2010

Recent ICAR Articles, Op-Eds, Letters to the 

Editor, Blog Roll, and Media Appearances

Citizen Diplomacy in Jerusalem:
Historic CRDC Field Study Trip 
By Paul Snodgrass, ICAR Technology and Knowledge Management Director, psnodgra@gmu.edu

Aziz Abu Sarah, CRDC Director of Middle East Projects. 
Photo:  P.Snodgrass.

Continued on Page 7
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Wallace Pinn Warfield was born in New York in 1938.  
After graduating from Howard University he went on 
to receive a Master's degree in public administration 

from a Washington D.C.-based program of the University of 
Southern California in 1962.  

Wallace began his career with the Youth Services Agency 
in New York City, working to resolve disputes among street 
gangs throughout the 1960s.  This formed the foundations 
of a profession that would see him become an internation-
ally respected practitioner and academic.  From 1968 to 1988 
Wallace worked for the Department of Justice's New York 
Community Relations Service, first, as a community media-
tor, eventually rising to become its Acting Director.  

Wallace moved to the D.C. 
metropolitan area to develop 
dispute-resolution processes for 
federal agencies.  Although Wallace 
guest lectured at ICAR in the 1980s 
it wasn't until 1990 that he for-
mally joined the ICAR community.  
Wallace quickly became a respected 
academic, receiving his Ph.D. in 
Public Policy from George Mason 
University in 2000. Wallace pub-
lished widely, sat on the editorial 
board of the Negotiation Journal 
and was president of the Society of 
Professionals in Dispute Resolution. 

An expert of the highest order in resolving racial and ethnic 
conflict, Wallace led training programs for government 
officials and participated in conflict mediation efforts in the 
United States, Europe, Africa, and South America.  In 2009 
Wallace received a lifetime achievement award from the 
Association for Conflict Resolution .

Wallace was, and remains, a deeply loved and respected 
member of the ICAR community, reputed for his warmth 
and sense of humor.  Wallace’s impact as a mentor, prac-
tically and academically, is reflected in the messages of 
condolence from across the United States, Uruguay, Bolivia, 
Colombia, and France.  Wallace will be remembered by 
many for his humanity and the value he placed on every indi-
vidual, a student commented on the below blog that:  “He 
was the best ICAR teacher I had because he made me feel 
special and not just another student passing through his class. 
He brought me out of my comfort zone and allowed me 
to speak of things that I had never shared with most people 
before.”

Those wishing to pay their respects to Wallace can leave 
messages at http://wallacewarfieldmemorial.blogspot.com.  
Additionally, a new scholarship fund in the name of Professor 
Wallace Warfield has been created.  Reflecting Wallace's 
exemplary contribution as both a scholar and a practitioner 
this scholarship will be awarded for practice in the field.  
Donations to this fund are currently being accepted; please 
contact ICAR for further information.   ■

In Memoriam, Dr. Wallace Warfield, 1938 - 2010.
By Tom Richardson, ICAR Newsletter Editor and M.S. Student, trichar7@gmu.edu

Born Elise Marie Biorn-Hansen in Norway, Elise 
Boulding's life long commitment to the resolu-
tion of conflict stemmed from early experiences 

of war and peace.  Although her family emigrated 
to the United States when Elise was three years old, 
her home-sick mother repeated stories that concep-
tualized Norway as a safe haven.  Elise shared her 
mother's nostalgia until 1940, when this vision was 
shattered by the Nazi invasion of their homeland. 
“And that was when I realized that there was no 
safe place on earth,” she said, “and I knew that I had 
found my life’s mission.”

Elise was brought up in a non-practicing 
Protestant family but was introduced to Quakerism 
by college friends, through which she embraced pac-
ifism and met her future husband Kenneth Boulding 
(1910-1993). Elise and Kenneth became instru-
mental in the development of the field of Conflict 
Resolution.  Upon gaining her Ph.D. in Sociology 
from the University of Michigan, Elise and Kenneth, 
were invited to become Scholars in Residence at 
Dartmouth College.  At Dartmouth, Elise chaired 
the Sociology department and developed the nations 
first Peace Studies program.

Outside of academia Elise pursued what she 

hoped would lead to 
the creation of a global 
civic culture, whereby the 
international community 
would not simply be made 
up of states but defined 
by a global community of 
human beings.  Elise strove 
to build up what we now 
commonly describe as 
civil society; chairing the 
Women’s International 
League for Peace and 
Freedom; creating the 
International Peace Research Association; and  
promoting environmentalism and respect for indig-
enous cultures.

Elise worked tirelessly to promote peace and 
social justice as an academic and an individual, writ-
ing over 14 books, numerous articles and pamphlets, 
and receiving many lifetime achievement awards. 
In recognition of this contribution the American 
Friends Service Committee nominated her for the 
1990 Nobel Peace Prize.   ■

In Memoriam, Dr. Elise Boulding, 1920 - 2010.
By Tom Richardson, ICAR Newsletter Editor and M.S. Student, trichar7@gmu.edu

Elise Boulding.  

Wallace Warfield.
Photo:  GMU Creative 
Services.
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Citizen Diplomacy in Jerusalem
Continued from page 5

O n June 23, 2010, one of the lead-
ing figures in the field of conflict 
analysis and resolution, Professor. 

John W. Dr. Burton, passed away at 
his home in Australia.

Dr. Burton’s contributions were 
unique in that he pioneered both 
conceptual and practical conflict-
handling approaches to intractable, 
identity-based conflicts and their 
resolution.  On the conceptual side, 
Dr. Burton developed a theory that 
highlighted the frustration of basic 
human needs (BHNs) for identity, 
recognition, and security as precursors 
to the emergence of violent conflict. 
On the practical side, he developed the 
problemsolving approach to conflict 
resolution.

Dr. 
Burton earned 
a first class 
honors degree 
from the 
University 
of Sydney in 
Psychology 
(1937), and 
later, a Ph.D. 
from the 
London 
School of 
Economics 
(LSE).  Prior 
to entering 

academic life in the early 1960s at 
University College London (UCL), 
where he did most of his ground-
breaking work (and where I had 
the pleasure of working with him), 
Dr. Burton had been an extraor-
dinarily gifted and successful civil 
servant and diplomat in his native 
Australia. During this period, he 
attended the San Francisco opening 
sessions that established the United 
Nations and later became Secretary 
of the Department of External 
Affairs in Canberra and then High 
Commissioner (i.e., “ambassador”) 
to what was then Ceylon (now Sri 
Lanka).

The shift between Dr. Burton 

the maverick finding his way out of 
the “box” of traditional International 
Relations during a time of great fer-
ment in IR thinking, to Dr. Burton 
the architect of a new paradigm, and 
an analytical means for addressing 
deep-rooted conflicts within it, came 
with the companion publication of his 
Systems, States, Diplomacy, and Rules 
(1968) and Controlled Communication 
(1969).  The first volume focused on 
the macro level, dealing with “states” 
as one subset of “systems” that could 
adapt to change, as part of a general 
systems theory orientation that clearly 
transcended traditional IR discourse. 
The second volume, focusing on the 
micro level, dealt with Dr. Burton’s 
problemsolving approach to conflict 
resolution.  This was concerned with 
decisionmaking subsystems adapt-
ing to change in their environment 
– clearing up “wrong assumptions” 
and misperceptions in the process -- 
to resolve deep-rooted conflicts that 
remained unresolvable as long as they 
remained within the traditional power 
frame.

Dr. Burton’s clear ontological 
break with traditional IR followed his 
encounter with sociologist Paul Sites’ 
1974 work on needs, and is expressed 
in Dr. Burton’s 1979 publication of 
Deviance, Terrorism, and War:  The 
Process of Solving Unsolved Social and 
Political Problems.  This volume com-
prises four main issues where, the core 
concept was needs; the core problem, 
conflict; the core process, problem-
solving; and the core idea was the 
issue of paradigm shift. 

Dr. Burton left UCL to help 
found a peace and conflict studies 
program at the University of Kent at 
Canterbury. After retiring from British 
academia, he traveled to the U.S. 
where, first, he was an International 
Studies Association (ISA) Fellow at 
the University of South Carolina and 
then joined the late Ed Azar at the 
University of Maryland.

Continued on Page 8

In Memoriam, Dr. John W. Burton,   
1915 - 2010:  Always Ahead of His Time.
By Dennis J.D. Sandole, Ph.D., Professor of Conflict Resolution and 
International Relations, dsandole@gmu.edu

John Burton.
Photo:  GMU Creative 
Services.

Comparing chemical reactions in the 
body to human society, Dr. Gopin real-
izes that change comes from surprising 
places that aren’t always recognized by the 
fields of  Political Science and International 
Relations. 

Each day of  the seminar was divided 
between lectures, discussions on the prac-
tice of  Citizen Diplomacy, and field visits 
with cutting-edge grassroots peacemak-
ers throughout Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories.  Staying in East Jerusalem 
and Studying at West Jerusalem’s Pardes 
Institute of  Jewish Studies, the group 
crossed boundaries every day.

Nearly all of  the money spent by 
the group went toward peace and social 
justice.  The organizers of  the trip went 
to great lengths to do business with 
groups that focus on social justice.  At a 
time when calls are rising for disinvest-
ment from Israel, Dr. Gopin is leading the 
way in constructive investment in busi-
nesses that foster cooperation between 
Palestinians and Israelis, benefit the poor, 
and work for peace.   ■

Professor Marc Gopin, Director of CRDC. 
Photo: P. Snodgrass.

CRDC Study Trips in 2011

Dr. Gopin and the Center for World Religions, 
Diplomacy, and Conflict Resolution have 
two upcoming classes going to the region.  
Reflection in Practice will be in Damascus, 
Syria January 12-22, 2011 and Integration of 
Theory and Practice will be in Palestine and 
Israel from March 10-19, 2011.  These courses 
are for students, undergraduate through PhD 
and are available for 3 academic credits.  For 
more information, please visit crdc.gmu.edu.
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In Memoriam, Dr. John W. Burton, 1915 - 2010: Always Ahead of His Time 
Continued from page 7 

He subsequently came to ICAR where I had the pleasure 
of working with him again.  During his American phase, he 
coined the term provention, “to signify taking steps to remove 
sources of conflict, and more positively to promote condi-
tions in which collaborative and valued relationships control 
behaviors.” 

Reflecting on his overall contribution, Dr. Burton will 
be remembered for his emphasis on the need to question 
conventional wisdom with its wrong assumptions, wrong 
perceptions, wrong behaviors, and counterproductive 
outcomes, as a point of departure for a “paradigm shift” to a 
system of thinking and action more relevant to, and  
effective for the times. His body of theory and practice clearly 
singles him out - in a field inclusive of, among others, Adam 
Curle, Kenneth and Elise Boulding, Johan Galtung, Anatol 
Rapoport, and Herbert Kelman - as the “founding father of 
the philosophy of Conflict Analysis and Resolution!”

This philosophy is captured in his final publication, 
Violence Explained (1997), which makes an eloquent case for a 
holistic approach to understanding and dealing with all levels 

of society’s complex chal-
lenges. His Weltanschauung 
(comprehensive world view) is 
even more relevant now than 
it was when he first started to 
articulate it, especially given 
the dysfunctional and counter-
productive policies emanating 
from many of the world’s 
major players in response to 
a growing array of complex 
global challenges.

Dr. Burton’s staying power is guaranteed and will con-
tinue to influence my own work for some time to come! ■

This is an abridged version of a longer article, to see the original 
copy in full please visit the ICAR newseletter website:  

http://icar.gmu.edu/ICAR_News.html

Portrait of John Burton. 
Photo:  ICAR.
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I n June of  this year, the 
Obama administration 
teamed up with the conser-

vative majority of  the U.S. 
Supreme Court to deliver 
a serious blow to efforts by 
organizations like ICAR to 
train groups denominated 
“terrorist” to use the meth-
ods of  peaceful advocacy and 
conflict resolution rather than 
resorting to violence.

The case, called Holder 
v. Humanitarian Law 
Project, grew out of  activi-
ties by several organizations 
to assist members of  the Kurdish PKK and 
the Sri Lankan LTTE to learn and use the 
methods of  dispute resolution, international 

law, and public advocacy.  
Both groups are listed 
as terrorist organiza-
tions by the Secretary 
of  State, along with 
Hezbollah, Hamas, al 
Shabaab, and several 
dozen others.  The issue 
was whether a section of  
the Homeland Security 
Act making it illegal to 
provide “material sup-

port” to such groups in the form of  “training, 
expert advice, personnel, and services” was 
an unconstitutionally vague and improper 
limitation on the peace advocates’ freedom 
of  speech and association, or whether it  
was a justifiable exercise of  Congress’s power 
to pursue the “war on terrorism.”  

Arguing for the government, Solicitor 
General (now Supreme Court Justice) Elena 
Kagan argued that Congress had the right to 
declare any sort of  aid to terrorist organiza-
tions illegal.  “Hezbollah builds bombs,” she 
stated.  “Hezbollah also builds homes...   
 
 

President Bill Clinton With Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin and PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat agreeing the Oslo Accords 1993. Photo: Wikimedia.

com
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Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project
ICAR Joins the Carter Center and Others in Opposing 
Use	of	the	Homeland	Security	Act	to	Criminalize	Conflict	
Resolution Activities 

By Richard E. Rubenstein, Ph.D., ICAR University Professor of Conflict Resolution and Public Affairs, 
rrubenst@gmu.edu
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Eighth ICAR-OAS Summer Workshop: 
Building a Community of Practice in Latin America 
By Janet Murdock, ICAR-OAS Summer Workshop Planning Team Leader, jldock@gmail.com 

This past Spring, ICAR held the resoundingly successful 
eighth ICAR-OAS Summer Course; bringing top level 
scholar-practitioners, NGO leaders, and government 

officials from Latin America to ICAR. The workshop 
focused on the application of  reflective practice to social 
conflict resolution, and sought to assist in strengthen-
ing higher-education programs in conflict management.  
The two-week program was designed and organized by 
Professors Wallace Warfield and Christopher Mitchell, 

students, alumni, and friends of  ICAR,  
a small community that has collectively 
been working to strengthen conflict 
resolution/transformation in Latin 
America and the Caribbean for the past 
ten years. 

The project was run on a miniscule 
budget (less than $3,000), and financial 
assistance from the OAS’s Professional 
Development Scholarship Program that 
provided airline tickets. Participants 
were housed in the homes of  the work-
shops' planning team, who also donated 
time, translation services, and personal 
resources to make this program a very 
unique experience. The success of  this 
project also stemmed from the qual-
ity of  the invited speakers. “It helps 
that ICAR faculty are always ready to 
support this initiative, and that ICAR 

alumni are now scattered throughout the key institutions 
in the Washington D.C. area and are willing to donate 
their time and share their knowledge and experience,” 
said planning team leader Janet Murdock.

The project has had a significant impact on the 
development of  conflict resolution/transformation in 
the Latin American region. The planning team has been 
able to track the development and maturation of  the 

field in Latin America, and to follow the different trends, 
perspectives, and approaches that have emerged. This 
year’s group reached an unprecedented level of  reflection 
on their practice and even advanced some very new and 
interesting conceptual frameworks that help explain the 
complexities of  working in environments of  great power 
asymmetry and little governance.  

The program has also filled an increasing demand for 
people with highly sophisticated skills for engaging with 
social conflicts in complex environments, but few cred-
ible institutions to prepare people for the challenges they 
face. The initiative has contributed to the professional 
development of  over one hundred and fifty of  Latin 
America’s top conflict resolution practitioners, helping to 
build a critical mass of  people well positioned to foster 
the development of  quality higher education programs 
in conflict resolution/transformation throughout the 
region. 

Participants from these workshops networked into 
a regional community serves as a catalyst for new col-
laborative initiatives. Not only has the program been 
an important source of  jobs and internships for ICAR 
students interested in working in Latin America, but it 
has also contributed to ICAR’s name recognition and 
reputation as the premier U.S. university in the study 
and practice of  conflict analysis and resolution in Latin 
America. 

A ninth ICAR-OAS course is being planned for May 
2011. Due to the growing demand for the course, orga-
nizers believe that they will be able to make the course 
economically viable for more paying participants. The 
project testifies to the fact that ICAR’s influence and 
impact extends far beyond what budget figures show.    ■
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k Workshop participants, translators and Prof. Wallace Warfield.  

Photo: J. Murdock.

Workshop Participants. Photo: J.Murdock.



HTTP://ICAR.GMU.EDU VOLUME 4■ ISSUE 6■ NOVEMBER 2010 3

This past August, thanks to a collaborative research 
grant from the Center for Consciousness and 
Transformation at George Mason University, I found 

myself  sitting in a bamboo shelter on the edge of  a small 
Acehnese village. During armed conflict between the 
Indonesian military and the Free Aceh Movement, this 
village became a place of  violence and trauma, with men 
and boys “disappeared” and women and girls subject to 
military interrogation and sexual abuse. Women told me 
of  watching their daughters raped, nursing the wounds of  
their sons, and struggling to make a living when access to 
fields and markets was blocked by combat. Peace came to 
their village in 2005, after the Indian Ocean tsunami disas-
ter made it impossible for the government to continue to 
bar outside access to the province. But the hope of  these 
women that the violations inflicted upon them would be 
addressed, and that their needs as widows, mothers, and 
economic actors would be fulfilled, had not come to frui-
tion. They said they had not been touched by the waves 
of  aid that flooded tsunami-affected communities with 
reconstruction projects, and they had been told by their 
government that speaking about what happened to them 
during armed conflict, and how the effects of  war still 
constrained their lives, would be disloyal to their com-
munities and dangerous for a fragile peace process. The 
elite parties to the conflict – including former rebels now 
in power – preferred to move on from the past, attracting 
outside investors to Aceh’s new political stability. “‘Don’t 
disturb the peace,’ that’s what they tell us,” one woman 
said to me. “‘Just don’t think about that anymore.’ But we 
cannot forget, especially when our lives are still filled with 
struggle.” 

When teaching theory, I tell my students how very 
much our analytical frameworks matter. They are not just 
abstract “academic” constructions, but models – implicit 
and explicit – for action in the world. Positive peace, 
gender sensitivity, structural violence, transitional justice: 
how one imagines and enacts such ideas has intense mate-

rial impacts. After the tsunami, which 
led to 110,000 deaths, 700,000 displace-
ments, and an estimated US$4.4 billion 
in property damage, Aceh became a 
kind of  laboratory for humanitarian-
ism, with hundreds of  organizations 
at work in the area. Most Acehnese 
acknowledge that this international 
attention was in large part responsible 
for the signing of  an historic peace 
agreement bringing an end to decades 
of  combat. However, donors over-
whelmingly failed to focus on the fact 
that Acehnese were suffering not only 
the effects of  natural disaster but the 
“unnatural disaster” of  military occu-
pation. Less than 10% of  donor aid 
was allocated for post-conflict proj-
ects, exacerbating social imbalances. 
Grievances about histories of  human 
rights abuses, continuing structural 
inequalities, and questions about whose 
definitions of  “development” prevail 
have often been dismissed by political 
elites by making references to the fragile status and future 
promise of  “peace.” The stories of  those whose needs 
have been forgotten help remind me to listen, to question, 
and to commit to research as the link that spans theory 
and practice.   ■

Field Research in Aceh, Indonesia: 
 "Don't Disturb the Peace"
By Leslie Dwyer, Ph.D., ICAR Assitant Professor of Conflict Analysis and Anthropology, ldwyer2@gmu.edu

Memorial to victims of the tsunami covers a mass grave in Banda Aceh. 
Photo: L. Dwyer.

initiatives

 ICAR Professor Leslie Dwyer. Photo: L. Dwyer.
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n October 29, 2010, ICAR hosted Dr. Abekeye 
Adebajo, Executive Director of  the Centre for 
Conflict Resolution, South Africa. The event, 

coordinated through the Office of  the Director, 
gave Dr. Adebajo an opportunity to present his 
recently published book "The Curse of  Berlin: 
Africa After the Cold War"  and created an 
informal and collegial atmosphere for staff  and 
students to interact with one of  Africa's leading 
conflict resolution scholar-practitioners.  ICAR 
Director Andrea Bartoli hopes that this event will 
be just the first step towards a stronger engage-
ment with Africa's conflict resolution community.

Dr. Adebajo's academic career began in East 
Germany, where he witnessed the fall of  the Berlin 
Wall.  Following this, he took up residence as a 
Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University, later going 
on to act as United Nations observer to the his-
toric 1994 elections in South Africa.  Dr. Adebajo 
then spent two years at Tuft's Fletcher School 
and a year at the Brooking's institute.  Since then, 
his professional career has taken him from "the 
Cape to Cairo" in a constant fusion of  African and 
global international relations.  Dr. Adebajo humor-
ously compared his relationship with the historic 
events of  modern African international relations 
to the life of  Forrest Gump.  Jokes aside, it cannot 
be denied that Dr. Adebajo has played a consider-
able role as both an academic witness and active 
participant in the evolution of  Africa. 

The title of  Dr. Adebajo's book is a cryptic 

reference to two key events that have shaped the 
identity of  the African Continent;  the 1885 Berlin 
Conference that saw Europe's colonial powers 
divide up the kingdoms of  Africa for their personal 
gain,  and the 1990 fall of  the Berlin Wall that 
freed the world from the shackles of  Cold War 
bi-polarization.  Dr. Adebajo seeks to explore the 
future of  Africa, prescribing that the continent 
take advantage of  the new multi-polar world to 
build domestic capacity for resolving conflict.

Central to Dr. Adebajo's understanding of  'Pax 
Africana' is the quest for "three magical king-
doms"; security, hegemony, and unity.  Dr. Adebajo 
believes that security within Africa cannot be 
constrained by the simplistic narrative of  hermeti-
cally sealed sovereign states.  Instead, peace and 
security should be achieved by giving prominence 
to the role of  development in the human security 
paradigm and confronting the embedded inequali-
ties of  the world system.  Although a provocative 
term, Dr. Adebajo believes that Africa is in need 
of  domestic hegemony that will provide leader-
ship, capacity and values in a similar manner to 
the way that the US assisted Europe's recovery 
from the Second World War.  Underlying these 
efforts Dr. Adebajo espouses a unifying spirit of  
Pan-Africanism, that moves the continent beyond 
the rhetoric of  decolonization, focusing on socio-
economic decolonization enabled by interstate 
cooperation and regional structures.

If  past is prologue, then Dr. Adebajo suggests 
that Africa must return to the future and recognize 
the important role it has already played in shap-
ing the world.  Mahatma Gandhi's development of  
non-violent protest in South Africa in turn inspired 
Martin Luther King's strategy of  direct action.  
Without the civil rights movement it is hard to 
imagine that an African-American could possibly 
have become President of  the United States.  Dr. 
Adebajo hopes that through creative engagement 
with the international system Africa will move 
from "pawn to player" on the world stage.     ■

Upcoming ICAR Community Events
Wednesday, November 10, 2010
"Emerging Nations & Separatist Movements"
2:30 - 4:00 pm, SUB I,  Rooms A, B, C, Fairfax Campus

Thursday, November 11, 2010
ICAR Open House
7:00 pm, 555 Truland Building, Arlington Campus

Monday, November 15, 2010
Career	Intensive:	Environmental	Conflict	Resolution
All Day, 555 Truland Building, Arlington Campus, RSVP

Tuesday, November 16, 2010
Brown	Bag	-	Reflections	from	Liberia	and	the	Philipines
12:00 - 1.30 pm, Johnson Center, Meeting Room C, 
Fairfax Campus 

Tuesday, November 16, 2010
CRDC - "From Revenge to Reconciliation"
6:00 - 9.00 pm, 325 Original Building, Arlington Campus

Thursday, December 2, 2010
John Burton Remembrance
7.00 - 9.00 pm, 555 Truland Building, Arlington Campus

http://icar.gmu.edu/events-roster 

ICAR Director Andrea Bartoli with Dr. Abekeye Adebajo. 
Photo: ICAR

Director's Breakfast-Book Launch
ICAR Host's Dr. Adekeye Adebajo
By Tom Richardson, ICAR Newsletter Editor and M.S. Student, trichar7@gmu.edu
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This Fall, George Mason University hosted a series 

of  literary seminars entitled “Fall for the Book.”  
On September 21st John Kiser presented his 

bibliography of  Emir Abd El-Kader, described by 
Mr. Kiser as a combination of  “a Benedictine monk 
and a Marine, with a good liberal arts education.”  
Mr. Kiser went on to explain that his motivations 
for writing the book came from a desire for “more 
stories about good Muslims,” to counter the popular 
image of  irrationally violent Muslims.  He hoped to 
achieve this by reviving the memory of  one of  the 
greatest men of  the nineteenth century, at the time 
known across Europe and North America as well as 
the Middle East.  Although not explicitly discussed in 
the book itself, the seminar brought about interesting 
questions regarding Islam and humanitarian norms.

In his book Mr. Kiser not only brings us a per-
spective of  a ‘good Muslim’ but also a demonstration 
of  the strong bond between humanitarian and 
Islamic values.  A highly respected religious scholar 
and military leader, Emir El-Kader conducted his 
opposition to the French occupation of  his homeland 
according to strict humanitarian principles. Citing 
Quranic verses, El-Kader forbade decapitation, the 
mutilation of  the dead, the targeting of  non-Muslim 
religious figures, and the gratuitous destruction of  
nature. Similarly, El-Kader ensured that prisoners 
were well cared for even when facing limited supplies 
and a ‘scorched earth’ counter-insurgency campaign.  
Ultimately, El-Kader ended his resistance by volun-
tary surrender, as a military stalemate simply inflicted 
unnecessary suffering on the civilian populace.  

During El-Kader’s exile in Damascus the local 
conflict between Druze and Marionites led to a 
pogrom against Christians in 1860. Guided by his 
faith, he publicly defied Muslim fanatics by offering 
sanctuary to Christians within his own home. For his 
actions, El-Kader was honored by President George 
Washington and Queen Victoria, and bestowed the 
Grand Cross of  the Légion d'honneur by the French.  
In 1863, motivated by a European battle that took 
place one year prior to the Damascus pogrom, Henri 
Dunant formed the organization that would become 
the International Committee of  the Red Cross.  
Although Dunant and El-Kader never crossed paths 
their examples as individuals reflect parallel aspira-
tions that sought to promote universal humanitarian 
principles.

In the ‘post-9/11’ environment, some have come 
to call into question the absolute nature of  humani-
tarian principles.  With the denial of  prisoner of  war 
rights to "enemy combatants," the pervasive use of  

indiscriminate violence that has killed innocent civil-
ians, and the deliberate targeting of  humanitarian 
actors by insurgents, the challenges to humanitarian 
norms have never been greater.  However, within 
this context Mr. Kiser presents us with an historic 
example that directly confronts those that claim 
humanitarianism to be a luxury and weakness of  the 
West.  He also provides a role model whose faith in 
Islam was guided by discernment and self-restraint. 
“Commander of  the Faithful: The Life and Times of  
Emir Abd El-Kader“ offers both hope and insight in 
an often bleak world.     ■

Shaping Social Identities: The Role of History Education 
in Conflict and Post-Conflict Societies
By Karina Korostelina, ICAR Professor
Advances in Psychology Research 11/01/10

Overstating the'crime gun' data
By Kristen Maccubin
Washington Post 10/30/10

Analysis of NPR - Juan Williams Firing
With Solon Simmons, ICAR Professor
Fox 5 News, 10/22/10 

Cyprus and the 2010 OSCE Mediterranean Conference
By Alfred A. Farrugia, Ph.D. Candidate
The Malta Independent, 10/10/10

Persistent Challenges to Long-Term Peace in Côte 
d’Ivoirer
By Andrea Bartoli, ICAR Director
Peace Brief - United States Institute for Peace, 10/6/10 

Promotion and Training of Voluntary Service
By Andrea Bartoli, ICAR Director
Dehoniane, 10/01/10

Antropologia, Immaginazione Morale E Pratica Eticay
By Mark Goodale, ICAR Professor
Annuario di Antropologia, 9/30/10

Akhtamar Reopening: Deficient but Powerful Seed
By Phil Gamaghelyan, Ph.D. Candidate
The Armenian Weekly, 9/29/10

Recent ICAR Articles, Op-Eds, Letters to the 

Editor, and Media Appearances 

Reflections from Fall for the Book 
Emir El-Kader and the Universality of Humanitarian Norms
By Tom Richardson, ICAR Newsletter Editor and M.S. Student, trichar7@gmu.edu
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s ICAR's Liaison Librarian from the Arlington 
Campus Library, Gretchen Reynolds contrib-
utes not only to our own work but also to the 

growth of  the conflict analysis and resolution 
field.  Welcoming and proficient, Gretchen is 
active in supporting and promoting student and 
faculty research at both the individual and group 
levels.

With a Master of  Science of  Information 
from the University of  Michigan, Gretchen is 
a subject specialist, navigating information and 
library systems to locate the various, and often 
remote, data ICAR scholars are continuously in 
search of.  Research questions in hand, students 
and faculty are now noting and appreciating the 
benefits of  Gretchen's skills.

Joining the University two years ago, 
Gretchen promptly partnered with the John 
Burton Library and Resource Center to offer 
workshops and individualized research strat-
egies.  She now runs multiple workshops 
throughout the year on research methods for 
conflict studies, for both general audiences and 
specific in-class presentations tailored to Faculty 
requests.  Several Zotero (a free bibliographic 
software package) trainings were also held at 
ICAR this year, co-facilitated by Gretchen's 
colleagues, April Kelley and Michael English, 
an ICAR PhD student working at the Arlington 
Campus Library.

In addition to being an invaluable resource 
for ICAR scholars, Gretchen works on devel-
oping resources for the CAR field by adding 

to the GMU Library 
collection and by 
developing the new 
Conflict Resolution 
Research Portal 
(http://gmutant.
gmu.edu/resolve), a 
collection of  digital 
resources and forums 
to support an online 
community of  
research. She also 
furthers the work of  
the ICAR community 
and University Libraries 
by attending external conferences within both 
fields.

In her role as a liaison librarian and a 
member of  the University Libraries Scholarly 
Communication Team, Gretchen has linked 
ICAR with other GMU resources, including 
University Dissertation and Thesis Services, 
Mason Archival Repository Service, and Open 
Access initiatives.  

ICAR is fortunate to have Gretchen 
Reynolds as a member of  our community.  Her 
ability to advance CAR research strengthens us 
all.  Gretchen can be reached during office hours 
(Mondays 3:30-4:30 pm; John Burton Library 
6th Fl Truland,  Wednesday 3:30-4:30 pm; Lobby 
2nd Fl Original Bldg) and by appointment in her 
office at the Arlington Campus Library.  Email: 
greynol3@gmu.edu, Phone: 703-993-8267.    ■

Gretchen Reynolds, ICAR 
Liaison Librarian. Photo: 
GMU Creative Services.

Gretchen Reynolds, ICAR Liaison Librarian
By Molly Tepper, Ph.D. Candidate, and John Burton Librarian, mtepper@gmu.edu

U    nrest Magazine 
is the product 
of  certain his-

torical conditions 
and institutional 
constraints.  The 
project began in 
October of  2009 
as a reaction to 
what was perceived 

as a lack of  attention to critical theory in the 
field of  peace and conflict studies.   We felt a 
proper critique of  capitalist society was neces-
sary to understand contemporary conflict and 
the field needed a venue for this discussion to 
take place.  While Unrest is unique in its birth 
at ICAR, the magazine is part of  a rich tradi-

tion of  philosophical questioning and praxis 
aimed at liberation.  The magazine envisions 
itself  as a vehicle for reestablishing the radical 
foundations of  the conflict resolution project 
through the use of  critical conflict analysis and 
critical conflict engagement.  Since its incep-
tion, Unrest has received unwavering support 
and encouragement from Professor Richard 
E. Rubenstein.  His guidance provided Unrest 
with the confidence to pursue a line of  inquiry 
that we recognized from the start might not be 
met with flowers and chocolates.  Unrest is cur-
rently hard at work on its third issue due out in 
January of  2011.  Those interested in working 
with Unrest, either as a contributor or collabo-
rator, are encouraged to contact the Editorial 
Cell. ■

Unrest Magazine: A Return to Critical Theory
By Michael English, Member of the Editorial Cell, unrestmag@gmail.com, www.unrestmag.com
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What Congress 
decided was when 
you help Hezbollah 
build homes, you 
are also helping 
Hezbollah build 
bombs.”  

Five members 
of  the Court agreed, 
with Chief  Justice 
Roberts authoring 
the majority opinion.  
The most important 
ground of  decision, 
said Roberts, was 

the deference due to Congress’s judgment in matters 
concerning national security.  (This judgment counts 
for very little, in the view of  the same majority, where 
Congress’s power to regulate business or to restrain 
campaign financing is concerned.) 

Associate Justice Stephen Breyer read his dis-
senting opinion from the bench – an unusual gesture 
indicating strong disagreement with the majority.  
He argued that while the government could law-
fully prohibit many types of  assistance – for example, 
financial aid – on the ground that such help could free 
up other resources for violence, it could not prevent 
human rights or peace organizations from teaching 
groups labeled terrorist human rights law or showing 
them how to petition the United Nations.  There must 
be some relationship between the prohibited aid and 
terrorist activity to justify this use of  the government’s 
power to criminalize otherwise legal behavior.

Breyer also jumped on a key argument made 
by Kagan and accepted by the majority – perhaps, 
in a deeply political sense, the most important point 
of  all – that training in nonviolent processes might 
legitimize terrorist organizations.  The government 
wants to make certain organizations “radioactive,” as 

a former Justice Department official said, and thus to 
make any contact with them taboo.  (One recalls the 
South African apartheid regime’s attempts to ban con-
tacts of  any kind with the African National Congress.)  

Breyer’s response was crisp and to the point.  
Clearly, the law does not, and could not constitution-
ally, make it illegal per se to join an organization on 
the Secretary of  State’s list or to advocate its cause 
nonviolently.  The “legitimacy” justification, said 
the justice, “cannot by itself  warrant suppression of  
political speech, advocacy, and association.”  If  so, 
how could it possibly justify criminalizing training the 
members of  such groups to use peaceful methods of  
advocacy and dispute resolution?         

ICAR, represented by director Andrea Bartoli, 

joined the Carter Center, Human Rights Watch, 
the International Crisis Group, the Kroc Institute 
at Notre Dame, and other peace organizations in 
filing an amicus curiae brief  arguing that the law, as 
interpreted by the government, would interfere with 
its conflict resolution work.  The adverse decision 
provoked Jimmy Carter to remark that the statute, 
whose violation carries a fifteen year prison term, 
“actually threatens our work and the work of  many 
other peacemaking organizations that must interact 
directly with groups that have engaged in violence.”  
David Cole, who argued the case for the plaintiffs, put 
it even more strongly. “The Supreme Court has ruled 
that human rights advocates, providing training and 
assistance in the nonviolent resolution of  disputes, can 
be prosecuted as terrorists,” he stated.

The question is what comes next.  Some of  those 
who filed amicus briefs have already said that we must 
now call on President Obama and Congress to amend 
the law to exempt the work of  humanitarians and 

Richard Rubenstein, ICAR 
Professor. Photo: GMU 
Creative Services.

Frederik De Klerk and Nelson Mandela, World Economic 
Forum 1992. Photo: Wikimedia. 

Anwar Sadat, Jimmy Carter, and Menachem Begin agree 
the Egypt-Israeli Peace Treaty, 1979 Photo: Wikimedia. 
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Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project 
Continued from page 5 
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conflict resolvers from its ambit.  Is this a viable strategy when 
dealing with an administration that has outdone the George 
W. Bush administration in restricting individual liberties in 
order to fight the “war on terrorism”?  Perhaps it is worth the 
effort, if  for no other reason than to seize the opportunity to 
explain that conflict resolution, properly understood and prac-
ticed, is a practical alternative to violent methods of  dealing 
with violent activists.  To put it simply, the official methods of  
combating terrorism don’t work.  Ours have a better chance of  
reducing the appeal of  violence to aggrieved peoples around 
the world.

Clearly, this is not a principle yet accepted by the lead-
ers of  either political party, although there are members of  
Congress who would give us the opportunity to present our 
views on the Hill if  we pursued that option.  Tying such 
presentations to the Humanitarian Law Project Case would 
establish their relevance, and might induce other members 

of  the peace and conflict studies community to join us as 
presenters.  

A further question, of  course, is whether conflict resolu-
tion professionals should obey the law as interpreted in Holder 
v. Humanitarian Law Project or disobey it on the ground 
that laws contrary to peace are immoral and non-binding on 
conscientious citizens.  If  one has the chance to facilitate a 
workshop involving members of  a group officially designated 
“terrorist,” should she refuse to do so on the ground that five 
members of  the Supreme Court have spoken on the issue?  We 
know how Henry David Thoreau would have answered the 
question.  (Pardon the sexist language of  1849.)  “I think that 
we should be men first, and subjects afterward. It is not desir-
able to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right.”  
But each of  us will have to answer it for herself.        ■
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One of  the challenges 
for the field of  Conflict 
Analysis and Resolution 

is to develop its analytic tools 
and practical techniques to 
deal with the problems of  
political conflict in general 
and domestic political conflict 
in the United States in par-
ticular. There is little doubt 
that the heart of  the field is 
devoted to bloody conflicts 
between ethnic rivals in 
the far-flung places that we 
have all come to know with 
a striking intimacy, but it is 
impossible to ignore the problems in ICAR’s 
backyard that carry hints of  intractability. 
The tumultuous transition from the 2008 

presidential election to 
the midterm elections of  
2010 demonstrates how 
symbolic forces in the 
United States can lead 
to perplexing outcomes 
worthy of  sustained 
attention from conflict 
resolvers. Conflict resolu-
tion processes often take 
place within elite circles 
and behind the scenes, 
but deeper resolutions 
have a public side as well. 
Barack Obama is surely 
the most conflict resolu-
tion friendly president 

America has had since Jimmy Carter, but 
the challenges he has faced, like his rise to 
power, highlight the challenges inherent in 
developing this public face of  resolution pro-
cesses—to move away from simple conflict 
management to something closer to resolu-
tion or transformation. 

If  one reviews the record of  the 
President’s achievements, it may seem  
odd that Obama took the "shellacking" he 
did on November 2nd. Consider his record 
of  legislative successes from renewing the 
bank bailout plan, to negotiating a mas-
sive stimulus (with tax cuts), to salvaging 
General Motors, to achieving the dream of  
national health care, to extending student 
loan programs, financial regulation and 
so on. If  it is fair to say that Obama shares 
President Carter’s taste for  

Opponents and supporters of President Barack Obama. Photo: T. Richardson.

Dramatizing Political Traditions:
The Lesson of the 2010 Midterm Elections
By Solon Simmons, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Conflict Analysis and Resolution, ssimmon5@gmu.edu

com
m

entary



VOLUME 4■ ISSUE 7■ DECEMBER 2010 INSTITUTE FOR CONFLICT ANALYSIS AND RESOLUTION2

New ICAR Website Launched: 
A Web of Knowledge for a Community of Practice
By Paul Snodgrass, ICAR Technology and Knowledge Management Director, psnodgra@gmu.edu

On October 23 2010, ICAR launched its new website, a 
knowledge management system (KMS) that showcases 
the activities of  ICAR and highlights the contribu-

tions to the field made by our expanding community 
of  scholars and practitioners.  On the new site, visitors 
can quickly get up to date on ICAR’s latest publications, 
media appearances, and upcoming events.

Each member of  our community will be invited to 
participate in this new online home for ICAR by creating 
a profile and sharing information about their back-
ground, professional careers, and accomplishments.  An 
important strength of  the KMS is in our profile pages 

that highlight publications, projects, 
media appearances, courses taught, 
and presentations given.  Profiles also 
feature blog entries and highlight par-
ticipation in social media and networks.

The ICAR KMS is the result of  a 
year-long collaboration between ICAR’s 
Knowledge Management team and 
Xululabs, a Drupal development firm 
based in Fairfax, VA.  From admissions 
information to events, the ICAR staff  
have stepped up to provide the content 
of  the new website and faculty have 
been working to find a home on the 
site for their projects.

Partnering with Faculty, Alumni, 
and Students, the staff  of  the John 
Burton Library has utilized the KMS 
to organize and showcase an extremely 
large and robust collection of  Conflict 

Resolution resources generated by ICAR’s community of  
scholars and practitioners.  This will be an ongoing pro-
cess and it is designed to keep us up-to-date and aware of  
the activities at ICAR.

The concept of  linked data is the foundation of  the 
KMS.  All of  the content stored on ICAR’s website stands 
in relationship with other content, creating a web of  
information that highlights the connections between 
people, organizations, academic publications, media 
appearances, courses, events, topics, and geographical 
regions. 

The goal of  the ICAR KMS is to reach and commu-
nicate with ICAR’s core audiences: Students, Alumni, 
Prospective Students, Practitioners in the field of  
Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Policy Makers, the 
media, and the public.  The site aims to inform visitors 
about Conflict Analysis and Resolution and what it is that 
ICAR does to lead and contribute to this field.   For the 
first time, ICAR has a repository that can store and share 
the accomplishments of  our very active community 
members.

In addition, the site serves as a launch pad for stu-
dents to publish articles, present at conferences, find 
jobs and internships, and develop their understanding 
of  Conflict Analysis and Resolution.  The accomplish-
ments of  others at ICAR serve as a pathway, illuminating 
the journals that publish our work, the conferences that 
feature our papers, and the organizations that hire our 
people.

The ICAR KMS is a living virtual representation of  
ICAR’s activity that communicates what is already there: 
a vibrant community of  scholars and practitioners who 
are building the field every day.  We hope that you will 
find it professionally and academically useful, and that 
you share with us your ideas and hopes for what you 
would like to see it become.

You are invited to visit the site at: icar.gmu.edu   ■

ne
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k Mind Map of the new ICAR website. Photo: P. Snodgrass.

Screenshot of the new ICAR website. Photo: P. Snodgrass.



HTTP://ICAR.GMU.EDU VOLUME 4■ ISSUE 7■ DECEMBER 2010 3

On November 16 2010, People to People International 
(PTPI) held an event with ICAR on campus titled 
“From Revenge to Reconciliation: A presentation 

on the Israeli/Palestinian peace movement.”  People to 
People International was founded in 1956 by President 
Dwight Eisenhower and is currently run by Mary 
Eisenhower, his granddaughter.  The evening included 
the presentation of  a Lifetime Achievement Award to 
Ambassador John McDonald, who championed dis-
abled persons rights in the United Nations.  Ambassador 
McDonald has been a friend and vital part of  PTPI’s 
work with the disabled for the past thirty years and 
is a member of  the ICAR Advisory Board. The speak-
ers for the event were the Center for World Religions, 
Diplomacy, and Conflict Resolution’s  (CRDC) Aziz Abu 
Sarah, a Palestinian from Jerusalem, and Kobi Skolnick, an 
Israeli native.  They each gave a personal narrative about 
growing up on opposite sides of  the conflict and their 
experiences with family tragedy.  Recounting events in 
their upbringing, they explained the “shift” that led them 
from revenge to active peacemaking.

“I realized that what we know of  each other is only 
part of  the truth,” said Abu Sarah when describing his 
first encounter with Jews in Israel who were neither set-
tlers nor soldiers. He spoke about the “emotional wall” 
between Jews and Arabs that keeps them separated.  Abu 
Sarah and Skolnick both joined and became vital mem-
bers of  the Parents Circle-Families Forum, which consists 
of  five hundred families, both Jews and Arabs, that have 
lost family members in the conflict. “…Somebody has to 
break down the cycle of  violence and the cycle of  revenge.  
Regardless of  what happens to you, it’s not true that you 
have no choice how to respond - we all have choices,” 
explained Abu Sarah.  Skolnick added, “the missing part 
of  the whole process is that no one talks with real people, 

everybody talks with the factions [comitting] the vio-
lence. When you have five hundred people, [from] Israeli 
and Palestinian families, meeting on the same day [as] 
Palestinians or Israelis throwing stones or shooting, - [the 
violence] will be the headline-but if  we are together-it is 
not a headline.”

Abu Sarah and Skolnick combat this by running dual 
narrative tours in Israel and by speaking at home and 
in the U.S. in high schools, universi-
ties, and with family and friends about 
their shared vision of  coexistence. 
"I've gotten to know Aziz and Kobi 
after traveling with them to Israel and 
the West Bank," said ICAR alum Jason 
Miller. "After hearing their own per-
sonal stories about how it is they came 
to work for peace, it only encourages 
me to help them in their quest…All 
people, not just those connected to the 
conflict in Israel and Palestine should 
hear them speak because they make the 
conflict human and real.” Meg Carter 
from PTPI expressed her respect for 
the work of  CRDC: "Aziz and Kobi’s 
presentation was so personal that it 
touched all that heard it. I agree with 
them that we need to reach out to one 
person at a time to change the world 
into a more peaceful environment. Our 
People to People International event 
was well received by the attendees.”   ■

CRDC Celebrates Ambassador McDonald:
ICAR Advisory Board Member Honoured by PTPI 
By Nawal Rajeh, CRDC Office Manager and ICAR M.S. Alumna, nrajeh@gmu.edu

Ambassador John McDonald accepts his life time achievement award 
from Mary Eisenhower. Photo: PTPI.

initiatives

From Left to Right: Mary Eisenhower, Aziz Abu Sarah, Meg Carter, 
Ambassador John McDonald, Kobi Skolnick. Photo: CRDC.
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On November 11 2010, ICAR held its annual 
Open House, a tradition that helps our com-
munity stay connected and share our current 

endeavors.  This year’s Open House focused 
specifically on recent practical work and research 
from our ICAR faculty, alumni, and affiliates.  
Even within a community as small as ICAR’s, it is 
far too easy to become absorbed in our personal 
projects without stopping to take a breath and 
considering the vast number of  accomplishments 
our Institute has achieved as a whole.

The evening featured a multitude of  table 
displays presenting the most recent faculty 
and alumni publications, as well as the ICAR 
Newsletter, Unrest Magazine, information on 
the China Initiative, the New Malta Program 
Partnership, the Ben Franklin Institute with 
Asia, the New ICAR Practice Project, and ICAR’s 
brand new website and knowledge management 
system.  The undergraduate program displayed a 
sample of  the projects and events that are occur-
ring on the Fairfax Campus.

 Throughout the evening, short side bar 
events allowed guests to hear presentations 
focused on ICAR’s recent and forthcoming initia-
tives.  Speakers included faculty, staff, students, 
and affiliates drawn from the Arlington and 
Fairfax campuses.  Topics included Georgian and 
South Ossetian Confidence Building Workshops, 
the current work of  and guiding philosophies 
behind our Genocide Prevention Program, an 
introduction to the new Malta Program, and 
reflections from the ICAR Liberia trip and this 
past summer’s Ben Franklin Institute.  All presen-
tations were well attended, and sparked enaging 
and informative discussion sessions.  

This year's event was also well attended 
by ICAR’s student population.  As a first year 
Masters student myself, I can attest to the fact 
that, while attempting to juggle classes, term 
papers, readings, research, and some form of  
gainful employment, it’s immensely difficult to 
remain aware of  all the projects that are con-
stantly going on at ICAR.  This evening brought 
many of  these projects into one place, where 
students could gather information, ask ques-
tions, and find opportunities to supplement their 
education by becoming actively involved in these 
endeavors.    

Such opportunities are not only beneficial 
but often provide a valuable space for us to come 
together to share our work, and to facilitate 
discussion and feed back.  ICAR may be a leader 
in the field in terms of  its practical work and 
research, but only through sharing it with each 
other can we truly grow and evolve as a commu-
nity.  It is my sincere hope that the Open House 
provided a space for this sharing process.  ■

Upcoming ICAR Community Events

Sunday, December 5, 2010
Workshop and Discussion on Citizen Activism
1.30 - 3.30pm, 555 Truland Building, Arlington Campus

Thursday, February 10, 2010
Contentious Conversation II:  
Searching for a Research Tradition in ICAR
12.15-1.15pm, 555 Truland Building Arlington Campus

http://icar.gmu.edu/events-roster 

Undergraduate Student Services Director Lisa Shaw. 
Photo: ICAR.

ICAR OPEN HOUSE:
Facilitating Community Growth and Evolution
By Jacquie Antonson, ICAR M.S. Student and ICAR Events Coordinator jantonso@gmu.edu

Hussein Yusuf, Ph.D. Candidate, and Melanie Smith, M.S. 
Alumna. Photo: ICAR.
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P rofessor Dennis J.D. Sandole’s latest book, 

"Peacebuilding: Preventing Violent Conflict in a 
Complex World" brings into sharp focus the 

challenges to building a sustainable peace in the 
modern world.  Highlighting the evolving nature 
of  the international security architecture in the 
post 9/11 landscape, Sandole reflects on vari-
ous forms and manifestations of  global conflict 
including terrorism, weapons of  mass destruc-
tion, genocide, state failure, climate change, 
ecological degradation, poverty, and forced 
migration.  In making a case for preventive mech-
anisms in response to these threats, he explores 
a range of  multi-lateral peacebuilding processes 
underpinning the zeitgist for global governance.  
The discussion comes alive with a broad spectrum 
of  case studies including the Turkish-Armenian 
conflict, Israel-Palestine, India-Pakistan, the 
Balkans, Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan, Haiti, 
Lebanon, South Africa, and Rwanda.  Ruminating 
on lessons learned from history, Sandole persua-
sively evaluates the implications of  preventive 
vis-à-vis reactive responses to global problems.  
The book, in Sandole’s words, is “about sustain-
ing life on a fragile planet.”

Central to the discussion is an assessment of  
the 'Global War on Terrorism'.  Acknowledging 
the complex nature of  the problem, Sandole 
offers a range of  comprehensive strategies for 
creating the conditions for durable peace and 
security in the world. Sandole’s diagnosis of  the 
global problematique prescribes a comprehensive 
framework for complex problemsolving.  Making 
a case for global solutions for global problems, 
he proposes a post-zero-sum, post-Machiavellian 
world view. However well practitioners and policy 
makers may understand the concepts of  conflict 
prevention, management, settlement, resolu-
tion and transformation, this volume provides 
substance for re-thinking global security.  Thus, 
Sandole underscores the imperative for a  
collective global response for peacebuilding in the 
21st century, guided by an idealpolitik world view 
that “national interest is global interest and global  
interest in national interest.”  Revisiting theory 
and practice, Sandole describes potential inter-
vention premised on effective communication, 
coordination, cooperation, and collaboration 
between domestic, regional and international 
actors, including states and organizations.   

In keeping with Sandole’s track record of  
scholarly publications, the treatise is an outstand-

ing and timely contribution to the literature on 
conflict resolution and peacebuilding.  Clearly 
a product of  decades of  research in the realm 
of  peacebuilding it will undoubtedly influence 
peace research and practice in the modern world.  
The content is theoretically rich and will be 
immensely valuable for students, researchers, and 
practitioners in the fields of  conflict and peace 
studies, international relations, security studies, 
public policy, and the like.  World leaders and 
policy makers will find that the book offers inno-
vative models and solutions to address the global 
problem-solving def-
icit.  Peacebuilding: 
Preventing Violent 
Conflict in a 
Complex World 
(published by Polity 
Press) will be avail-
able in the UK in 
December 2010, and 
in the US, Australia 
and New Zealand in 
February 2011.  ■

 Book Review - Peacebuilding:

By Saira Yamin, ICAR Ph.D. Candidate, syamin1@gmu.edu

Iraq: Can Flawed Political Agreement be Implemented?
By Danial Kaysi, ICAR Alumna
Los Angeles Times, 11/19/10

Working Abroad a Big Help on the Hill
By Michael Shank, ICAR Ph.D. Candidate
The Hill, 11/16/10

The Leonard Lopate Show: Why Americans Choose War
Featuring Richard Rubenstein, ICAR Professor
WNYC - National Public Radio, 11/11/10

Think Locally, Act Globally: Towards a Transnational 
Comparative Politics
ByTerrence Lyons, ICAR Professor
International Political Sociology, 11/01/10

http://icar.gmu.edu/media

Recent ICAR Articles, Op-Eds, Letters to the 

Editor, and Media Appearances 

 Preventing Violent Conflict in a Complex World
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bservant readers of  the newsletter may have 
noticed recurrent contributions by ICAR’s 
new Events Coordinator, and M.S. student, 

Jacquie Antonson. As Events Coordinator, her 
job is challenging and requires a great invest-
ment of  personal energy.  However, Jacquie 
sees this as a blessing because it allows her to 
keep her finger on the pulse of  ICAR, making 
connections throughout its community on a 
daily basis.

A native of  upstate New York, Jacquie 
studied at Middlebury College, majoring in 
Theater and English.  After graduating, Jacquie 
worked extensively in the Balkans, where she is 
director of  her own non-governmental organi-
zation, f-r-e-e.  Friendship, Respect, Education 
and Engagement (f-r-e-e) is a peacebuilding 
organization that seeks to empower the next 
generation of  Bosnians. Jacquie explains, “we 
work solely with the youth population, which 
in my opinion is the group of  people who 
will be the change makers of  Bosnian society.  
How well they are able to make transformative 
change will depend on their ability to interact 
with one another.” f-r-e-e currently works in 

the central Bosnian city 
of  Zenica, bringing 
together populations 
of  ostracized children 
for month-long friend-
ship and trust-building 
camps.

Although only 
in her first semester, 
Jacquie already feels 
at home in ICAR’s 
academic community.  
"I love it!" she extols.  
Hoping to strengthen 
her existing interests 
in post-conflict development, Jacquie seeks to 
focus on education reform and post-conflict 
education.  She would like to proceed to a 
Ph.D., with the ultimate goal of  a university 
teaching position whilst continuing her work 
with f-r-e-e.  She hopes to expand existing 
projects and ensure that they run more consis-
tently through out the year.  Clearly, Jacquie’s 
ambitions are those of  a scholar-practitioner, a 
hallmark of  the ICAR community.   ■

Jacquie Antonson, ICAR M.S. Student and Events Coordinator
By Tom Richardson, Newsletter Editor and ICAR M.S. Student, trichar7@gmu.edu

Ibrahim Sharqieh, ICAR Ph.D. Alumna
By Terrence Lyons, Associate Professor of Conflict Analysis and Resolution, tlyons1@gmu.edu

I   CAR graduate Ibrahim Sharqieh has been named 
a Fellow and Deputy Director of  the Brookings 
Institution’s Doha Center. Born and raised in the 

West Bank, Sharqieh received his undergraduate 
and Masters degrees from Birzeit University and 
a one-year diploma in comparative politics from 
the University of  Amsterdam. Sharqieh received 
his Ph.D. in Conflict Analysis and Resolution from 
ICAR in 2006. His dissertation was entitled “Ripe 
for Violence: Public Perception as an Early Warning 
Indicate” and was based on primary field research 

in Kosovo and Palestine. The 
dissertation sheds light on 
key questions of  the timing 
of  conflict and how subjec-
tive public perceptions may 
complement conflict early 
warning systems.  Terrence 
Lyons chaired the disserta-
tion committee that included 
Dennis Sandole and Peter 
Mandaville. “Ibrahim wrote 
an excellent dissertation and 
has a long history working 
for peace and education in 

the Middle East,” said 
Lyons.

After graduation 
Sharqieh, worked 
with the Academy for 
Education Development 
in Yemen, with the U.S. 
Department of  State 
Middle East Partnership 
Initiative civic educa-
tion project, and taught 
at George Mason 
University and George 
Washington University. 

The Brookings Doha 
Center, based in Qatar, 
is a project of  the Saban Center for Middle East 
Policy at the Washington DC-based think tank, the 
Brookings Institution. The Doha Center was estab-
lished in 2007 and emphasizes research on regional 
governance, human development, and international 
affairs. It is directed by Salman Shaikh, former 
United Nations Special Coordinator for Middle East 
Peace Process.■

Jacquie Antonson, ICAR 
M.S. Student. Photo: GMU 
Creative Services.

Dr. Ibrahim Sharqieh, ICAR 
Ph.D. Alumna. Photo: 
Brookings Institution.

Terrence Lyons, ICAR 
Professor. Photo: GMU 
Creative Services.
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Elections
Continued from page 1

pragmatic problem solving, then he 
also shares President Johnson’s knack 
for maneuvering his programs through 
the legislative logjam. Not only has 
the President been extremely success-
ful in promoting his legislative agenda, 
he has also confirmed two Supreme 
Court justices whose legal philosophies 
seem to closely resemble his own. On 
administrative performance criteria, he 
has been a success.

What is surprising is how thor-
oughly the American people have 
rejected the President’s programs. It 
has been suggested on the left that 
much of  this is a messaging problem, 
in that the President was too busy gov-
erning to worry about marketing his 
legislative agenda, yet the disconnect 
in this explanation is glaring. Ironically, 
Obama is the great communicator 
who was criticized by Hillary Clinton 
on Meet the Press in the 2008 prima-
ries for relying too much on mere 
rhetoric.  Did President Obama simply 
overcorrect and give up his rhetorical 
focus to concentrate on deeds rather 
than words, assuming that pragmatic 
Americans respect results? 

I think not, and the gap in our 
understanding here speaks to a crucial 
weakness in our thinking about politi-
cal processes. What made the election 
of  2008 so exciting and historic was 
not the policy debate that tended to 
be overlooked in election coverage. 
Differences in policy focus were impor-
tant in both the primaries and the 
general election, but the grand social 
drama that had the whole world watch-

ing was the chance for Americans 
to demonstrate that the era of  Jim 
Crow was behind us. These post-racial 
musings were always exaggerated and 
it is never enough in a struggle for 
social justice to simply place leaders 
of  a certain demographic in power. 
However, the symbolic clarity of  
such a move was lost on no one and 
the social drama being played out 
before the world had implications 
not only for the nation, but also for 
that global audience. The President’s 
nickname, “no drama Obama” only 
reinforces the central theme of  the 
2008 election. Obama had little need 
to dramatize America’s struggle for 
racial redemption because he him-
self  embodied the drama. Symbolic 
politics helped to drive the outcome 
in 2008, as they would again in 2010 in 
very different form.

One can often learn more about 
what interests will be served in gov-
ernment by following the problems 
facing industries and the campaign 
funders than by polling public opin-
ion. But these special interests work 
within the medium of  political culture 
and cannot violate the key features of  
its traditions if  they wish to succeed. 
In 2008, the Democrats were able to 
exploit the social justice tradition to 
energize their constituencies with a 
clear and compelling narrative that 
directed their attention and outrage. 
Connecting the dots, it is impossible 
not to see a line drawn from Frederick 
Douglass, to Rosa Parks, to Martin 
Luther King, to Barack Obama. This 
story was the context for the recon-
struction of  political meaning in 2008. 
Special interests could hook their 
wagon to it and go far in the direction 
they would travel. 

In 2010, another perhaps more 
pervasive political tradition returned 
to prominence. This is the classical 
ideal of  the liberal society in which 
rugged individuals band together 
against the government to promote 
moral and economic success through 
self-regulating processes.  Arguably in 
its purest form, this resurgent con-
servative philosophy, a tradition that 

its proponents associate with Thomas 
Jefferson, has been discredited in an era in 
which giant corporations have revenues 
larger than many national governments. 
However, the moral and intellectual 
resources behind the laissez-faire ideal 
provide Americans with a social drama 
just as compelling as that which carried 
President Obama to the stunning heights 
of  January 2009. It is a story of  moral 
order grounded in individual virtue. Many 
Americans can see themselves in this story 
and know that what makes them who they 
are—their collective identity if  you will—
is wrapped up in the application of  this 
great liberal tradition to emerging politi-
cal circumstances. By electing an African 
American to the highest office in the land, 
America achieved a core goal of  the social 
justice strain of  the American political 
tradition, but in purely logical terms, pro-
moting diversity and promoting economic 
exploitation can be rendered perfectly 
compatible. At the limit, if  the govern-
ing classes come to look like America, so 
too could the hapless and unemployed. In 
today's world, the once contrary traditions 
of  social justice and unbridled capitalism 
have settled into a kind of  truce.   

This brings us to the lesson of  
Obama’s setback in 2010, which must 
inform any political recovery the 
Democrats can hope for. To be success-
ful in the future, Obama would need to 
engage in a clash of  liberal traditions in 
which one strain is pitted against another. 
This would take all the dramatic resources 
he could muster. It would not be enough 
to be the drama of  enacting social change, 
instead he will have to enact the drama, 
relying on the third core fighting faith in 
the American political storybook: the pop-
ulist strain— the ideal of  social protection 
from an impersonal and socially disruptive 
market system. Moving in this direction 
would be extremely difficult for him to do. 
Public-spirited institutional reforms of  the 
free market system have few organized 
constituencies and are often caricatured as 
a form of  socialism on the right or viti-
ated by association with various forms of  
atavistic bigotry on the left. But arguments 

Continued on Page 8

Solon Simmons, ICAR 
Professor. Photo: GMU 
Creative Services.
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in favor of  universal social protection, when advocated under 
the umbrella of  principled economic liberalism (read conser-
vatism), have historically commanded popular consent. Good 
examples are Social Security and Medicare. 

A perfect example of  what happens to mixed economy 
reforms in the absence of  clarifying social drama can be seen 
in the health insurance law, which was not dramatized to fit 
a story of  transformative justice on a scale comparable to 
the historic dimensions of  the 2008 campaign. Health reform 
was passed on pragmatic grounds by techniques of  com-
promise among elites with the hope that the people would 
recognize the practical benefits down the road. Here the 
President could have promoted his agenda by cultivating the 
drama rather than down-playing it, even at the risk of  failure. 
Dramas require villains, risk, conflicting values, and sacri-
fice. These were most clearly demonstrated by opponents of  
health reform rather than by its proponents.               

The lessons for the analysis of  political conflict are clear: 
conflict scholars should attend to the history and rooted 
dramatic potential of  political traditions in the conflicts we 
study. By working within those political traditions, those who 
seek transformative change can gain broad political support. 
Without that support, conflicts are simply deferred to a later 
date. Like basic human needs, traditions cannot be negoti-
ated away, but they can be navigated, tailored, developed, and 

combined. We can glean a sense of  how this process works 
in the gubernatorial election of  Jerry Brown in California, 
who paradoxically suggested that he would look for common 
purpose without compromise. This well describes the 
principled politics of  the Republican Party in the era of  
movement conservatism. The goal is to simultaneously win 
over key portions of  the public with a vision of  justice while 
out-positioning one’s adversaries. Matching the tradition to 
the moment—the dramatic action to the play—is the key to 
this process. Conservative success in this regard should not be 
arrogantly dismissed as pathology. 

The challenge for the President and for the left in 
America more generally is that the transformative moment 
may have passed. By failing to frame our contemporary social 
issues in terms of  structural violence, Obama may have 
undermined acceptance of  this line of  interpretation for a 
generation. Even so, the near certainty of  wrenching market 
dislocations that will attend the application of  the laissez-faire 
ideal provides the Democrats with a chance to recover. The 
American political future is destined to be filled with high 
drama and we have three complementary dramatic traditions 
on which politicians can draw: classical liberty, social protec-
tion, and social justice. It is up to those who would invoke 
them to determine how these traditions will help us recon-
struct the meaning of  our collective political challenges.     ■


